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of the Union, (Mr. J. R. Incersout in the chair,) 


and proceeded to the consideration of the following 


bill: 


A BILL making an appropriation to supply in part a defi- 


ciency in the appropriations for subsistence in kind of the | 
army and volunteers during the yearending the 30th June, | 


1348 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 


the United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
sum of one million of dollars he, and the same is hereby, ap- 
propriated to supply in parta deficiency in the appropriations 
for the subsistence in kind of the army and volunteers du- 
ring the year ending the thirtieth of June, onc thousand eight 
hundred and forty-eigtit, to be paid out of any money in the 
treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. VINTON called for the reading of the fol- | 


lowing letter: 


Orrice oF COMMISSARY GENERAL OF SUBSISTENCE, 
Wushington, December 17, 1847. 
Sir: I have the honor to report that the appropriations 
applicable to ‘ army subsistence ” are nearly exhausted. 
The whole sum now remaining to the credit of such ap- 


propriations does not exceed sixty taousand dollars ; and | 
that sum is absolutely necessary to meet the demands of 


the recruiting service. 

Recent information from the principal commissaries of 
subsistence in Mexico, makes it necessary for me to re- 
spectfully ask that the early attention of Congress may be 
called to my “estimate” of the 9th of November, in which 
the deficiency in the former appropriations is stated, as 
drafts to tbe amount of five hundred thousand dollars may 
be daily expected to reach the United States, and, as above 
shown, this department has no means of paying them. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. GIBSON, C. G. S, 

Hon. W. L. Marcy, Secretary of War. 


Mr. VINTON desired only to say one word of 
explanation in addition to what was stated in these 
communications. The estimated deficit of the sub 
sistence department for the present year (the year 
terminating the 30th June next) was a fraction 
below four millions of dollars. It appeared from 
the statement which had just been read frem the 


Commissary’s Department, that they were in daily | 


expectation of drafts from Mexico to the amount 
of five hundred thousand dollars, with only sixty 
thousand on hand to cover demands upon them. 
They understood that the money had been received 
in Mexico upon these drafts. “This bill appropri- 
ated a million of dollars. The Commissary Gen- 
eral of Subsistence, who was before the Committee 
of Ways and Means, stated that they expected 
that the next train which would come down from 
Mexico would bring about the same amount of 
drafts additional. 
only those drafts known to be on the way, but those 
supposed soon to be on the way, and those alone. 
The committee made this report of appropriations 
to meet a part of the estimated deficit—one million 


of dollars only, instead of three million nine hun- | 


dred thousand and odd dollars, the estimated de- 
ficit of the year—for the purpose of enabling them 
to examine the details of that deficit more carefully 
than it was in their power thus far to do. It was 
to meet the drafts that were on the way—those on 
which the money has been already received, and 
those 6n which it would probably be received in a 
short time. Asa matter of course, they must be 
met, or the credit of the country be dishonored. 
He presumed there would be no objections to ma- 


king an appropriation thus far to cover the present | 


and pressing exigency which was set forth in the 
communications from the department. 

Mr. POLLOCK moved that the committee rise, 
and report the bill to the House. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Is it not in order to lay 
aside this bill to be reported to the House when 


the committee rises, and proceed to other business 
before the committee ? 


The CHAIRMAN replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then I suggest’ to the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Poiiock] that 
this course be pursued. . 

_Mr. POLLOCK said it was necessary that this 
bill pass at once, and he therefore adhered to the 
motion which he had made. If the House de- 
sired, they could go back’into committee after this 
bill was passed. 

Mr. McKAY would suggest to his friend from 
Ohio, the chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Means, (Mr. Vixton,] whether it was not 
better to allow this bill to be laid aside and take 


5 


This bill, therefore, covered not | 


Ww 

{ up the President’s message. He understood that 
the gentleman [Mr. Vinton] had a series of reso- 
lutions referring the message. It was important 
at this stage of the session that some action should 
be taken upon it; it was now the 22d day of De- 
cember. It was likely that there would be no de- 
bate, as he trusted there would be none, upon the 
resolutions which would be moved by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, and it was important that the 
committees proceed at once to their respective du- 
ties. 

Mr. VINTON said he had no objection to that 
| course, and he would send up to the Clerk’s table 
| his resolutions. 
| The CHAIRMAN said he understood that no 

motion was made to rise; therefore, the resolu- 
|| tions would be taken up. 

Mr. POLLOCK said he had made such a mo- 
|; tion, and he insisted upon it. 
|| Mr. VAN DYKE inquired if this was the pro- 
per time to offer an amendment to this bill? He 
understood that the appropriation of this million 
of dollars was intended to cover expenditures 
which were already incurred. If that was so, he 
had no objection to make; if it were not so, he 
wished to offer an amendment. 

Mr. VINTON (in reply to Mr. Van Dyke) 
| said he had stated that the Commissary General 
informed them that $500,000 had been already 
raised in Mexico upon drafts which had been sold 
| there, and which were on their way here; and 
| they expected an additional amount of $500,000 
of drafts on the same account by the next train 
which would come down from Mexico. Of course 
| the money had been received upon these drafts in 
Mexico. 

The committee rose, and the chairman reported 
| the bill to the House without amendment, with 
the recommendation that the bill do pass. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time, and was engrossed, read a third 
time, and passed, and sent to the Senate for con- 
currence. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing message from the President of the United 


States: = 
Wasuineton, December 22, 1847. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

I communicate herewith a report of the Secretary 
of the Navy,* containing a statement of the meas- 
ures which have been taken in the execution of 
the act of 3d of March last, relating to the con- 
struction of floating dry-docks at Pensacola, Phil- 


adelphia, and Kittery. JAMES K. POLK. 
REFERENCE OF THE MESSAGE. 


| resolved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
| state of the Union, (Mr. J. R. Incersouu in the 
chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of the 
Annual Message of the President of the United 
States. 





gress at the present session as has reference to the relations 
of the United States with foreign nations ; to the causes that 
brought on the war with Mexico; to the alleged invasion by 


| tilities; to the efforts made by the President of the United 
States to obtain a peace; to the cession by Mexico to the 
United States of a portion of her territory as an indemnity 
for our claims on her; to a release of Mexico from her lia- 
bilities to our citizens, and the assumption of their payment 
by the United States; together with the recommendation 





be retained by the United States as an indemnity, that they 
should hereafter be considered constituent parts of our coun- 
try, and the civil laws and jurisdiction of the United States 
extended over them ; and the recommendation that the other 
Mexican proviuces which have been reduced to our posses- 
sion by conquest should continue to be iveld as a means of 


compensation should be fixed by Jaw for such officers, both 


Affairs. 
Second. That so much of said message as recommends 


and the Californias, and the establishment of a Territorial 
Government in Oregon, be referred to the Committee on 
the Territories. 











* For Report, see Appendix, page 40. 


On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House again 


that the provinces of New Mexico aad the Californias should | 


Mr. VINTON moved the following resolutions: | 


First. Resolved, ‘That so much of the annual message of | 
the President of the United States to the two Houses of Con- | 


Mexico of the State of Texas ; tothe commencement of hos- | 


coercing Mexico to terms of peace; and that adequate || 


civil and military, as may be employed to conduct such | 
Government,—be referred to the Committee on Foreign | 


that Territorial Governments be established in New Mexico || 


Third. That so much of said message as relates to the 
state and condition of the army, to its increase and its oper 
ations in Mexico, together with the report of the Secretary 
ot War accompanying said message, be referred to the Com 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

Fourth. That so much of said message as relates to the 
establishment of tribunals to try and punish crimes, and ex 
ercise jurisdiction in civil cases over American citizens tn 
China; and so much as relates to the imposition and collec 
tion of dutics on tmports into the ports of Mexico by order 
of the President of the United States, and the dishursement 
of the moneys so collected, be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary, with instructions tosaid committee to inquire 
and report by what law or authority said duties are imposed 
and said moneys disbursed. 

Fitth. That so much of said message as relates to the 
commerce, tonnage, and navigation of the country, and to 
the influence which the operation of the sub-trea-ury, the 
exclusion of the receipt of bank paper in payiment of dues 
to the Government, and the tari? act of 30th July, A. D. 
1845, have had and will have on the trade and currency of 
the country, together with so much of the accompanying 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury as relates to these 
subjects, be referred to the Committee en Commerce. 

Sixth. That so much of said message as relates to the 
subject of manufactures, and to the influence of the tariff 
act of the 30th July, 1346, on the manutactures of the coun 
try, together with so much of the accompanying report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury as relates to this subject, be 
referred to the Committee on Manulactures. 

Seventh. That so much of said message as relates to the 
conditional operations of the navy, together with the accom 
panying report of the Secretary of the Navy, be referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Eighth. That so much of said message as relates to the 
revenue ; of the public debt, to the increase thereof; to the 
creation of a sinking fund; to a duty on tea and coffee; 
to the collection, safe-keeping, and disbursement ot the 
public moneys; to the coinage and the establishment of a 
braneh mint at the city of New York; to the amendment of 
the sub-treasury act; to the estimated expenditures of the 
Government; together with so much of the accompanying 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury as relates tothe sub 
ject, be referred to the Committee of Ways aud Means. 

Ninth. That so much of said message as relates to the 
public lands; to the graduation and reduction of the price 
thereof; to the amendmentof the preémption laws; to the 
surveying and bringing into market the lands in Oregon, 
together with so much of the accompanying report of the 
Secretary of the 'l'reasury as relates to these subjects, be 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Tenth. That so much of said message as relates to the 
Indian tribes, and our intercourse with them, together with 
so much of the accompanying report of the Secretary of 
War as relates to this subject, be referred to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, . 

Eleventh. That so much of said message as relates to the 
condition and operations of the Post Office Departinent; 
to the collections o7 the British Post Office ; of the diserimi- 
nating postages on letters and other mailable matter trans- 
ported in American mail steamers, together with the aceom- 
panying report of the Postmaster General, be referred to the 
Comittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Tweifth. That so much of said message as relates to auri- 
culture and to the relief which is therein alleged it has 
derived from the burdens of the protective policy under the 
operation of the tariff act of 30th July, 1846, and so much of 
the report of the Secretary of the Treasury as relates to this 
subject, be referred to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Thirteenth. That so much of said iffessage as recommends 
that provision be made for the families of those who have 
fallen or died in the service in Mexico, be referred toa 
Select Committee. 

Fourteenth. That so much of said message as declares tht 
it may hecome proper for our Commanding Genera! in the 
field to give encouragement and assurances of protection to 
such friends of peace in Mexico as will establixh a Gov- 
ernment there able and willing io conclude a peace with us 
“and secure to us the indemnity we demand,” be referred 
to a Select Committee. 

Fifteenth. That so much of said message as relates to the 
manner in which the war with Mexico ought to be prosecu- 
ted and the policy that should be pursued in respect to it, be 
referred to a Select Committee. 


Mr. CLINGMAN desired to offer an amend- 
ment to one of these resolutions, he did not know 
which. He moved it be read; and, as he might not 
have the opportunity again, he should accompan 
it with some remarks af explanation. The amend- 
ment is as follows: 


Resolved, That so much of the President’s message as re- 
lates to the acquisition of territory be referred tothe Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, with instructions that, if they 
shall think it expedient that territory be acquired, then they 
shall state on what terms and conditions said territory should 
be reeeived. 


Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL. Does what the gen- 
_ tleman from North Carolina proposes as an amend- 

ment attach to the first resolution ? 

Mr. CLINGMAN replied that he did pot know 
to what resolution it would come in as an-amend- 
ment. He did not know that it was necessary to 
| offer it now in order te make the remarks he wish- 
|| ed to. 
|| Mr.C.J. INGERSOLL. If the gentleman will 


* allow me I will send up an amendment. 
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Mr. CLINGMAN would not, he said, allow of 
any suggestions, as he had a right to the floor. 
Mr. C. went on to say, that, a few days ago, 
when some remarks were made as to the black 
cloud hanging over the country, he understood 
what was meant, and he was now going to discuss 
that matter. He hoped that we should havera full 
discussion of it, and he did not think that any evil 
would result from it. It was known that, upon 
one subject, he had taken a different view from 
that of many of his friends, and that he had voted 
against the rule excluding abolition petitions, That 
matter was atanend. We go back (said Mr. C.) 
to the original position of the South, when the 
thirteen States became united; when, out of abun- 
dant caution, they provided that the Government 
which they established should be for the common 
benefit. Every State of the Union was to have a 
fair share in Whatever was in prospect or posses- 
sion. When the lower Mississippi was acquired, 
the South did not say to the Northern and Middle 
States, Keep your old rivers of the Potomac, &c., 
but you cannot complain if we deny you any share 
in this river, and the country around it. It had 
been contended that the Constitution limited slavery 
to the territory originally belonging to the Union. 
But twelve of the thirteen original States had 
slavery in them, and it was not reasonable to sup- 
pose that they would provide for their own exclu- 
sion from territory hereafter to be acquired. There 
was no limitation as to slavery in the Constitu- 
tion, except the provision that the importation of 
slaves should not be prohibited by Congress prior 
to the year 1808. This provision, as he was aware, 
was the result of a compromise, by which the 
navigation laws were consented to. The Consti- 
tution covered all—bond and free—who were then 
in the Union, and all slaves who might be import- 
ed in twenty years afterwards. ‘The idea of limit- 
ing slavery to the territory then in the Union did 
not enter the heads of the framers of the Consti- 
tution. The dastribution of slaves into new terri- 
tories did not increase the number of slaves. 

A distinguished southern statesman [Mr. Cat- 
noun] had said that new territory acquired was 
held for the benefit of all, and that Congress could 
not prevent slaves from going into such territory. 
This, he thought, was a superficial view of the 
subject. He admitted that the territory was held 
incommon for all; but it did not follow that it 
must beeused in common. It might be divided. 
The army and the treasury belonged to all in com- 
mon, but might be divided. Congress, he con- 
tended, had the same power over the Territories 
asa local legislature. But it was said that slavery 
was unnatural. Slavery was found inall ages and 
Nations in the world. Some nations had not recog- 
nized property in land, but all nations had recog- 
nized it in persons. Every nation recognized it in 
persons till within five centuries ago. It was pre- 
posterous to call the southern institution of slavery 
peculiar, It was the northern institutions which 
were peculiar. It was evident that Congress had 
recognized property in persons. If you established 
slavery in all the States and Territories, or ex- 
cluded it entirely, it would be a breach of trust. 
Our Government ought to divide new territory so 
as to accommodate the South and the North. It 
was seen, at an early day, that some of the Siates, 
then tolerating slavery, would soon be relieved 
from it; and therefore the old Confederation left 
the Northwestern Territory free from slavery. 
When Missouri came into the Union, a portion of 
the territory was also set apart as free territory. 
He did not contend that the Government would be 
justified in taking territory for the purpose of 
strengthening any one portion of the Union. But 
if northern territory were obtained, let it be free; 
if southern, let it be slave-holding; and if west- 
ern, let it be divided. Able men had contended 
that Congress had power to exclude slavery, 
on the ground that it was inconsistent with a 
republican form of Government; but he could 
show that there was no such right. Some of 
his northern friends had considered the exten- 
sion of slavery as unfair to the North; but he 
showed that, in the Convention, Rufus King and 
others had admitted that some regard should be 
had to the South, in reference to representation, 
because the South possessed mos‘ of the wealth of 
the country. But asa practical objection, that of 
increase of the political power of the slave States 
hud no weight. There were no slaves imported, 
and every slave was now represented. [t wasonly 











_rison Gray Otis was one of the speakers. 
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in this House that slaves were represented; and | issue must be met;’? end those who thus talk 
’ 


that representation could not be increased by the 
extension of territory in which slavery is tolerated. 


| The number of non-slaveholding States, also, 
| would be multiplied much faster than that of the 


slaveholding States. 


There is no danger in the existence of mere po- | 
| litical parties in this country: the danger lies in 
| connecting party politics with abolitionism. We 


have always had, and always will have, parties. 
Their existence is safest when they exist on the 
general conduct of an administration. 


State, enlighten each other. The danger is when 
you divide men into classes—when you try, for 
instance, to range the poor against the rich. Then 
you appeal to men’s passions. The most danger- 


ous divisions of the people are those which you | 
There is a strong | 
attachment to country, which this calls up. In | 
| every instance of this kind, the country in which 


make by geographical lines. 


they occurred has been broken to pieces. General 


Washington, foreseeing these things, warned us | 


against geographical divisions. The framers of 


| the Constitution apprehended evil from this; but 


their fears have hitherto proved themselves un- 


| founded. It is remarkable, that, for the last fifteen 


or twenty years, the candidate for President ob- 
taining a majority in the whole Union, also 
obtained a majority in both sections of the 
Union. 

Several attempts have been made to get up these 
geographical divisions. ‘The Missouri controversy 
was got up by northern politicians. The next 
that came, he was sorry to say, came from the 
South. He was sorry that this made it necessary 
for him to refer to politicians now among us; but 


justice compelled him to make the reference. Af- | 


ter the settlement of the nullification difficulties, 
Mr. Carnovun found himself in an uncomfortable 
situation. ’ 
his organ. Though shorn of its strength, it still 
had its influence. It abused southern men as 
‘* collar men;’’ it abused also northern politicians. 
He quoted from the Richmond Enquirer and the 
Pennsylvanian, of the same political party, in con- 
demnation of its course. Some went even so far 
as to insinuate that the existence of the Union 
was intentionally threatened. But that he would 
not affirm or deny—he dealt only with facts. 
Meetings were held at the North. One was held 
in Philadelphia; another in Boston, in which Har- 
} The 
Telegraph became more rabid in its attacks. Our 
friends at the North were cooled; and yet in the 
South (out of South Carolina) there were not five 


per cent. of the population in favor of the princi- | 
They numbered only about | 
, as many as the abolitionists in the North, 


ples of nullification. 


In 1836, another attempt was made to get up this 


sectional feeling. It was represented that Mr. Van | 
Buren was opposed to the South, and yet Mr. Van | 
In 1840, the | 


Buren was elected by both sections. 
attempt was again revived. The charge changed 


sides, and Mr. Van Buren’s opponent was charged | 
Yet Harrison was elected by both | 
Abolition seemed to kill | 
Did time permit, it | 


with abolition. 
sections of the country. 
whatever it took hold of, 
might be shown that it was not southern influence 
that killed Mr. Van Buren in 1844 in the Baltimore 
Convention, but the politicians who doubted his 
availability killed him. 

The leaders of the anti-slavery movement tiow 
say slavery must not be extended—the slave power 
must not be increased. But all slaves are now 
counted and represented. We are told that a south- 
ern man casts a vote for himself, and three votes 
for every five slaves. ‘To this he might, with as 
much justice, reply, that a northern man votes once 
for himself, and casts five votes for every five of 
the free colored population. Ifthe South should 
liberate her slaves, they would still be counted in 
the population. The charge that it degrades free 
labor, is unfounded. If such objectors would carry 
out their priaciples, they must vote to expel the 
black population and the Irish. It is unjust to call 
us slave or man-stealers. Slaves were brought into 
this country by northern ship-owners; and the 
South might as well ask the money, paid by their 
ancestors to the ancestors of the northern people 
for bringing over the slaves, as the North now to 
ask for the liberation of the slaves. 

We now hear again the language of Duff Green 
repeated at the North—*t The time has come—the 


The ma- | 
jority and minority, coming in conflict in each | 


The United States Telegraph became | 








Dec. 22, 





boast of their bravery in meeting the issue. Byt 
those who are readiest to fling others into peril, are 
|| themselves generally the most craven cowards 
|| When sectional grounds turn a presidential election, 
| hen the Union is truly at an end. 
| Mr. C. here noticed the revolution in the bearine 
| of one State or section upon another, compared 
with the state of affairs existing at the time of the 
formation of the Constitution, and continued : 
Some think the South would be feeble if the Union 
were dissolved. No man would regret a dissoly. 
tion more than he; and yet the South could stand. 
She could increase her territory south, for there 
we have a weak neighbor. The North has a pow- 
erful neighbor. The South could thus easily be 
increased, while the laws of trade and commerce 
would also be in her favor. It is useless to taunt 
the South with being “ traitors” to freedom, while 
they can boast of Marshall, Gaston, Henry, Jeffer- 
son, Davie, and Rutledge—while they can point to 
the valor displayed at Baltimore and New Orleans, 
or to the more recent glorious deeds in Mexico, 
where the troops from Kentucky, Tennessee, and 
South Carolina so distinguished themselves. Of 
South Carolina, he would say that her people were 
preereee, liberal, manly, and brave. He knew 
yeneral Butler well; and when he fell, he left no 
|| nobler soldier to fight the battles of the country. 
‘| But what was to be the result of all this? Rufus 
|| King said the South would never come into the 
| Confederacy; or, if it did, it would have the liber- 
1} 
i] 
| 








n, 





ty at any time to withdraw from it. He(Mr. C.) 

was not empowered to speak for the South. Look 

at her history for sixty years. She had tasted of 

freedom, and it did not pall upon her taste. She 
| would uphold the principles of the Constitution as 
long as human courage could uphold them. What 
the Cireassian feels for liberty—what the Athenian 
felt at Thermopyle—what the Spartan king felt 
for his country—this, and more than this, is due 
from every American citizen to the Constitution. 
But even if the Constitution should be changed, 
the South will submit to no degradation; and yet 
she will deal with the race intrusted by Providence 
to her care better than England does with her Irish 
or East India population. Nor would she ever 
extinguish them, as New England did the Pequod 
tribe of Indians. She will never sink to the level 
of Mexico, much less to that of St. Domingo. The 
‘progressive democracy ”’ of the North may go onas 
Rome did after the days of the Gracchi, or as France 
did in her revolution. It would be vain toexpect that 
the stream divided would bear as much as when 
united. The separation would be sad. The same 
sun and moon would shine upon us, but that identi- 
ty of mind and feeling would be gone; and the great 
constitutional edifice would fade, like the palace of 
Aladdin, in the mist of the morning. How could 
we contemplate such a state of things without sor- 
row? Could he ever gaze upon the gallant Scott 
asa mere Wellington or a Soult, or eould the 
North look upon ‘Taylor as an alien? Could any 
one separate Hardin from Clay, who fell side by 
side at Buena Vista? There was, he hoped, a 
strong, good common sense in the country, which 
would ever control the action of the Government— 
acommunity of interests which no party feeling 
could destroy. We had a common ancestry, his- 
tory, and destiny. There were Adams and Jeffer- 
son; there were Bunker Hill and Yorktown; there 
were Franklin and Washington,—names whose 
power was like that of giants around the Consti- 
tution; such names and associations as no nation 
ever had. If we destroy that Constitution, we 
would deserve a situation as low as it might have 
otherwise been high. 

Mr. C. having concluded, the resolutions of Mr. 
Vinton were again read. 

Mr. CLINGMAN proposed his amendment; 
but, after a word of conversation, withdrew it for 
the present. 

r. GIDDINGS rose and inquired what was 
the question now before the committee ? 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the 
whole undivided annual message of the President. 
There has been no division of the resolutions at 
all, and they are all open to consideration as a sin- 
gle resolution. 5 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Has it not been usual, in 
considering the President’s message, to consider 
the several resolutions separately in the order in 
which they stand ? 

The CHAIRMAN, 
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ion 
au. 
nd, 
ere 
ow. 
be 
ree 
unt 
hile 
ler- 
it to 
Wns, 
ico, 
and 

Of 
vere 
lew 
[no 
try. 
ifus 
the 
ber- 


00k 
d of 
She 
nas 
hat 
van 
felt 
due 
ion. 
red, 
yet 
nce 
rish 
ever 
uod 
evel 
The 
nas 
ance 
that 
hen 
ame 
enti 
reat 
re of 
ould 
sor- 
scott 

the 
any 
e by 
d,a 
hich 
nt— 
sling 
his- 
ffer- 
here 
hose 
nsti- 
ution 
, we 
have 


Mr. 


vent; 


1847. 


determine how they will proceed. The reso- 
lutions are divisible, of they may be considered 








her. 
Rr. GIDDINGS. Then, as a member of the 
committee, I call for a division of the question, and 
[ ask for the reading of the first resolution. 
The first resolution was accordingly read. 
Mr. GIDDINGS wished to inquire whether that 
ortion of the President’s message which calls 
upon Congress to make an appropriation to pay 
for slaves lost on board the Amistad, by that reso- 
lution would be referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs? p 
Mr. VINTON replied that that resolution re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs all our 
relations with foreign countries, This, as he un- 
derstood, was a claim set up on the part of Spain 
for an indemnity. It would therefore go to this 
committee. ; 
The committee rose, and the chairman reported 
progress. 


Mr. McKAY moved that the resolutions moved 
by Mr. Vinton in Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union on the President’s message 
this day be printed. Agreed to. 


Mr. BRODHEAD offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were read, referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
dered to be printed: 


Resolved, That so much of the message of the President 
of the Wuited States to the two Houses of Congress at the 
present session, as relates to the existing war with Mexico, 
to the condition of our citizens in China, and the propriety 
of making payment to the Spanish Government im the Am- 
istad case, together with the accompanying correspondence 
in relation thereto, be referred to the Committee oi Foreign 
Affairs. 

Resolved, That so much of the said message as relates to 
the condition and operations of the army, the propriety of 
increasing the same, and levying coutributions upon the 
enemy, together with the report of the Secretary of War, 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Resolved, Thatsv much of the said message as relates to 
the establishment of a Territorial Government in Oregon, 
New Mexico, and the Californias, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Territories. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to the 
condition of the treasury, to the means of obtaining money 
to prosecute the war with Mexico, the propriety of im- 
posing a duty On tea and coffee, the warehousing system, 
the constitutionai treasury, and the propriety of establish- 
ing a branch mint at New York, be referred,to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to the 
graduation of the price of the public lands, the amendment 
and modification of the laws granting preémption rights to 
settlers, to the establishment of a surveyer general’s office 
in Oregon, and the grant of lands therein to actual settlers, 
be referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to our 
relations with the various Indian tribes, and the appoint- 
ment of Indian agents west of the Rocky Mountains, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to the 
condition and operations of the navy, to the increase of sea 
steamers, together with the report of the Seeretary of the 
Navy, be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to the 
progress and condition of the mail service, the operation of 
the Post Office Department, and the postage arrangements 
with foreign Governments, together with the report of the 
Postmaster General, be referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post-Roads. 


_ Mr. B. gave notice that he would, at a proper 
time, offer them as a substitute to those of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, (Mr. Vinton. ] 


Mr. KAUFMAN offered the following resolu- 


tion: 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a light-house 
at Sabine Pass, in the State of Texas. 

SMITHSONIAN iNSTITUTE. 

In pursuance of the act establishing the Smith- 
sonian Institution— 

The SPEAKER reappointed Mr. Hizuiarp, of 
Alabama, a regent of the said Institution; and add- 
ed Mr. Marsn, of Vermont, and Mr. McC.ex- 
LAND, of Michigan, to the board of regents on the 
Bort of the House, in the place of Mr. Hoven and 

r. Owen, whose terms have expired. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 
Major G. Tochman, attorney and counsel of the 
heirs-at-law of General Thaddeus Kosciusko, pray- 
ing to give jurisdiction of their cases to the United 
States circuit court of the fourth circuit, and to 
take such measures as the Congress may deem 

roper to restrain Mr. D. Bodisco, Minister from 

‘ussia, from interfering with Major T.’s profes- 
sional pursuits in this country. 

,On motion, the House adjourned till twelve 
o'clock; to-morrow. 
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_ Alabama, appeared in the Senate to-day. 


| the United States, by the hands of Mr. Waker, | 


| the Secretary of the Navy, in relation to the 
| measures adopted under the act of the last session 
}in relation to the construction of floating dry 
docks at Pensacola, Philadelphia, and Kittery; 
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} ; 

| men belonging either to the regular army or the volunteers 

5 a || who have been killed or died of wounds received in battle 

Tuvrspar, December 23, 1847. since the 7th May, 1846. 

The Hon. Arruur P. Bacsy, of the State of || Sith, What has been the whole number of officers and 
|} men of the regular army or volunteers wounded in battle 

| since the 7th May, 1846, who have not died of their 

A message was received from the President of || Wounds. 


Mr. BALDWIN submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to inquire intothe expediency and propriety of extending the 
benefitof the provi-ion of the act of 3d of Mareh, 1845, en- 
titled “An Act renewing certain naval pensions for the 
| term of five years,” to all pensions of a similar kittd which 
have expired since the passage of the act of 3d of March, 


IN SENATE. 


his Private Secretary, transmitting a report from 


which was referred to the Committee on Naval! 
Affairs, and ordered to be printed, 














PETITIONS. 
Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of || 


1847. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 


John Black, late consul of the United States at || Office and Post Roads, to whom had been referred 


the city of Mexico, praying compensation for. 


the joint resolution in favor of David Shaw and 


diplomatic services; which wasgreferred to the | Solomon T. Corser, reported it without amend- 


Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented the me- 
morial of the Adjutant of the United States Mili- 
tary Academy at West Point, praying that he | 


i 


ment. 


Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 


Office and Post Roads, to whom had been referred 
the documents relating to the claim of Thomas 


may be placed on the same footing with respect || Rhodes, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas 


to pay and allowances as adjutants of regiments; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented the | 


Rhodes; which was read and passed to the second 
reading. 


Mr. BADGER, from the Committee on Naval 


Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Commo- 


memorial of the Secretary and Executive Com- |, dore Foxall A. Parker, of the United States Navy; 


mittee of the American Colonization Society, pray- 
ing that, in the removal of colored people to Li- 


| which was read and passed to a second reading. 


Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Na- 


beria, they be exempted from the provisions of || yal Affairs, reported a bill to provide for the ap- 


the acts of 22d February and 2d March, 1847, 
and left to the act of 2d March, 18]9, or be 
allowed to carry two passengers to every five tons 
of measurement; which was referred to the Com- || 
mittee on Commerce. | 

Mr. CASS presented the memorial of Mary W. | 
Thompson, widow of the late Lieutenant Colonel || 
Alexandee R. Thompson, of the United States | 
army, deceased, in 


pointment of assistarft pursers in the navy ; which 
was read the first and second times by unanimous 
' consent, and the further consideration thereof post- 


poned until Monday. 
[This bill authorizes the President of the United 


States to appoint, by warrant, twelve assistant 


pursers, whose compensation shall be $500 while 
on furlough or waiting orders, 4750 while on shore 


half of the widows and | duty, and $1,000 while on sea service. They are 


orphans of the army of the United States, praying | to be subject to ull the rules aad regulations of the 
that the present pension laws may be so amended || service; to give bond to the Secretary of the Navy 
as to make their pensions equal to those of the | in a sum not less than $10,000; and from and after 


widows of revolutionary officers; and to continue | 
them during life or widowhood, instead of five 
ears only; and to include those families whose 
Ce banae and fathers have died in the military 


two years from the passage of this act, all appoint- 
ments of pursers to be made from assistant purs- 
ers. | 


Agreeably to notice, Mr. JOHNSON, of Loui- 


service from exposure and disease from the fate || siana, asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill 


of an inhospitable climate. 
On presenting this memorial, 


to continue the pensions of certain widows; which 
was read the first and second times, by unanimous 


Mr. CASS said: I hold in my hand Mr. Presi- || consent, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 


dent, the memorial of the widow of an American 
officer who has fallen in battle; and after the very | 
eloquent eulogium pronounced upon those officers 
by the honorable Senator from New York—an 
eulogium not less true in its sentiments than elo- || 
quently expressed—I consider it perfectly unne- | 

cessary for me to do anything more than to present 
the memorial, and move its reference to the Com- || 
mittee on Military Affairs. 1 therefore move its || 
reference to that committee. 
The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 
Mr. CASS presented the memorial of J. Kears- || 
ley, receiver of public moneys at Detroit, Michi- || 
gan, praying remuneration for moneys expended | 
by him for clerk hire; which was referred to the || 
Committee on Finance. | 
| 


On motion by Mr. BAGBY, it was 

Ordered, That the documents relating to the claim of || 
George S. Gaines, on the files of the Senate, be referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


On motion a Mr. BAGBY, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of —- Steele and James 
Daniel, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- i| 
mittee on Public Lands. | 


On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, it was 
Ordered, That Lyon and Howard have leave to withdraw 
their petition and papers. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Md., submitted the follow- | 
ing resolution for consideration : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War inform the Senate: 
First. What has been the whole number of volunteer 
trnops ealled into the service of the United States since the 


lath May, 1846 
denen. Of the troops so cailed, what has been the Whole | 
number discharged from such service before their term of | 
service had expired, and what the number mustered out of 
the service of the United States. ‘ 
Third. What has been the whole number of troops in 
Mexico belonging to the regular army of the United States | 
since the 13th May, 1846. | 
Fourth. What is the number of troops now in Mexico. 
Fiftk. What has been the whole number of officers and 


} 


| 
| 
| 
| 





sions. 

(The object of this bill is to continue in force the 
act of 17th June, 1844, for five years longer, from 
and after the 3d March, 1848.] 

The following message was received from the 
House of Representatives, by Mr. Campbell, their 
Clerk: 

Mr. Prestpent: The House of Representatives 
have passed a bill making an appropriation to 
supply in part a deficiency in the appropriation for 


| subsistence in kind of the ey and volunteers 
u 


during the year ending the 30th June, 1847. 


The said bill having been read a first and second 
time, by unanimous conseni, was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 


THE MADISON PAPERS. 
Agreeably to notice, Mr. CRITTENDEN 
asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill to pro- 


| vide for the purchase of the manuscript papers of 


the late James Madison, former President of the 


| United States. 


The bill having been read a first time— 

Mr. CRITTENDEN desired that it might have 
a second reading, with a view to reference. 

The bill was then read a second time. 

[This bill allows for all the unpublished manu- 
script papers of the late James Madison $25,000; 
$5,000 of said sum to be paid to her, and the re- 
maining — to the Secretaries of State and 
Navy and Richard Smitb, to be invested in the 
most advantageous manner for her benefit, and the 
interest to be paid over to her as it accrues; the 
same to be inalienable during her lifetime as a per- 
manent fund for her maintenance, but subject to 
be disposed of as she may please by her last will 
and testament. . 

Mr. CRI NDEN remarked, that he did not 
know which would be the most appropriate com- 
mittee to which to refer the bill; he supposed the 
Committee on the Library. 
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Mr. BERRIEN. If the honorable Senator will 
permit me, 1 will observe, that this bill, at the last 
session, passed this body almost without a diasent- 
ing voice, at least by a very decided majority. 
Vhere was a very decided expression of the will 
of the Senate to make the purchase of these papers 
for the benefit of the venerable and estimable lady 
to whom they belong, and I do really hope that the 
feeling of the Senate will prompt them to dispense 
with the ordinary formal mode of reference toa 
committee; and with their permission I will move 
that the bill be now put upon its passage. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Ishould be most happy 
if such a course should be taken, and perhaps 
there will be no objection on the part of the Seu- 
ate. The bill is, in principle, exactly the same as 
that which passed at the last session, Accord- 
ing to the arrangement with Mrs. Madison and 
some of her friends. and reduced to the form of a 
special contract, placed in my possessien, it was 
agreed, thatif the purchase of these papers should 
be made by Congress, only $5,000 of the purchase 
money was to be paid into her hands at present; 
‘the residue of $20,000 to be placed in the hands of 
Mr. Buchanan, Secretary of State, Mr. Mason, 
Secretary of the Navy, and Richard Smith, Esq., 
A respec table citizen of the District; to be held by 
them as her trustees, and to be used by them for 
her benefit; to be invested in stocks or otherwise, 
according to their best discretion, for her interests; 
to be inalienable during her lifetime, to constitute 
a perpetual fund for her maintenance, and subject | 
to be disposed of only by her last will and testa- 
ment. ‘These are the provittons of the contract. 

Mr. President, | do not propose to oceupy the 
time of the Senate further than to remark, that l 
hold in my hand au able report made by a Com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives, of which 
a distinguished member of that bedy—now no 
more—the late Mr. Dromgoole—was the Chair- 
man, in which the papers are classified and de- 
scribed in such a manner as to convince every one 
who appreciates the character of Mr. Madison for 
virtue and wisdom, of their great value and im- 
portance to this country. Nothing, indeed, could 
come from the pen of Mr. Madison that would not | 
be a precious relic in the eyes of the people of the 
United States. No statesman more judicious, | 
more pure, more temperate, than he, has ever ap- | 
peared in the poliucal annals of this country. 
‘These are writings and memorials which will ac- 
quire additional value from the hand of time; they 
are not of that trifling and ephemeral character 
that will pass away, or whose value will be ex- 
hausted and forgotten in a moment. They are 
‘for all time.’’ ‘They are the productions of a 
man iiving at a most important period in the 
history of this country, and a man who was him- 
self one of the great founders of our institutions— 
one Of the principal architects in erecting the 
mighty structure of this Republic. 

It is to some extent to be attributed to the in- 
fluence of his mighty work and most comprehen- 
sive mind that we hold our seats this day, and 
that this Government exists. Everything said 
and everything done by such a man must be 
calculated to reflect light upon our institutions; 
must be worthy to be read, to be studied, sir, and | 
followed as an example by us, and handed down 
to our children—not merely the printed volumes, 
but the manuscript, in his own writing, to which 
we may point, and lay up forever in the reposito- 
ries of the treasury. 

Lam one of those who believe, sir, that a letter | 
of Mr. Madison’s, in manuscript, one hundred 
and fifty years hence, will be worth more than 
whole volumes of ordinary printed works. The 
cost will be nothing in comparison with their | 


There are other considerations applicable to this | 
subject, that are better understood than they can 
be expressed, by every member of this body. 1 
shall say no more in reference to them; but when 
I consider the character of those works—their im- 
pocone to the people of the United States—when 

consider the character of the estimable lady to be 
benefited and to receive the value which we are to 
give for these papers, it seems to me, sir, that we 
will perform at once a public duty and a graceful 
act, 1 making the coming year happy to her who | 
yet remains the relict of one who contributed so | 
argely to make this mighty country what itis. I | 
hope, therefore, that the motion made. against the | 
reference will be adopted, and that the Senate will | 


| now at once proceed to act finally upon this bill. 
If there be gentlemen, as there may be, who are 


opposed, upon principle, to the passage of such a 
law, | hope that they will be satisfied to discharge 
what they consider to be theig duty, by voting 
against it—conscientiously and honorably as | 
know they will, if they vote at all—but that they 
will allow the friends of the measure to bring it to 
a final vote, by permitting the bill now to be put 
on us passage. 

Mr. NILES. L hope’ the bill will have its usual 
reference. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I will withdraw the mo- 
tion for the passage of the bill, if the Senator from 
Connecticut means to oppose it. 

Mr. ALLEN. What is the question before the 
Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER explained thas 
the bill had been read a second time, and the ques- 


| tion was on taking it up as in committee of the 


whole. 


Mr. NILES. 1 have the floor, I believe, sir. 


LT hope this bill will be referred to the committee. 


I think that this is not a subject to be acted upon 
without due consideration. This thing seems to 
be increasing upon us, and it is difficult to say 
where itis toend. If this bill is intended to au- 
thorize the purchase of valuable manuscripts con- 
nected with the history of this country, 1t certainly 


| requires consideration, and, more than almost any 








other subject, deinands the action of a committee. 
We do not know what those manuscripts are. 
We know something certainly of the character of 
Mr. Madison; we all have a just estimation of 
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that; but we know not what these papers are— | 


whether they consist of correspondence; whether 
they are his private journals, or what they are. 
We know nothing at all about them. And I beg 
leave to remind the Senate that we have alread 

purchased what was supposed to be the most oa 
uable part of the papers of Mr. Madtson. We 
purchased them, sir, at an expense of thirty-five 
thousand dollars. IT happened to be here at that 
tinre, and supposed we had purchased everything 


| of any value connected with the history of the 
country—everything that was at all necessary to | 


be preserved. But it now appears that every- 


thing valuable has been kept back; and after we | 


make this second purchase, we may be called upon 

in after years to purchase what will still remain. | 
y ¢ . . . ° : . | 

Where this course of proceeding is to end, it is 


certainly difficult to foresee, if we are to be called 
on to make these appropriations for the heirs or 
widows of all our distinguished men. 
reference will be made. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. 


I hope the | 


If it would be proper | 


for me, | would be very glad to occupy a moment | 
—not more—in reading a description of these | 


papers as contained in the report made by Mr. 
Dromeootr. The honorable Senator from Con- 
necticut, if | understand him aright, said that we 


do not know what these papers are. They are 
these: 


Volume Ist. The papers relating to the Articles of Con- 
federation and Constitution of Virginia; letters of James 
Madison to Jefferson, Monroe, Pendleton, Randolph, Wash- 
ington, and Madisou, senior, up to the commencement of 
the new government, with appendix containing notes of con- 
federacies and confederation. 

Volume 2d. The letters of the above named and others, 
during the administrations of Washington and Adams; re- 
publican view of the policy of those administrations; notes 


of conversations and papers connected with his confidential | {aay tt . : 
| courage, and address, in aiding to achieve the third 


intercourse with Washington; his character; and explana- 


| tion of the enigma in Giles’s impeachmentof Hamilton. 


Volume od. The letters to foreign ministers and diplo- 
matic functionaries, heads of departments, military and naval 
commanders, Presidents and ex-Presidents Jefferson and 
Monroe, and, if necessary, to George Joy, Henry Wheaton, 
«. J. Ingersoll, Andrew Stevenson, John Adams, J. Q. Ad- 


| ams, W. C. Rives, &c., to the close of either administration 
value. | 


or to include the whole correspondence with Jefierson anc 


Monroe, as may be necessary to fill the volume; showing | 


the policy of these administrations. 

Volume 4th. Letters and writings on constitutional sub- 
jects. 

Volume Sth. Essays and letters on political economy, law 
of nations, juridical, historical, natural history, &c., may 
make out this volume—may include also printed essays in 
French, political observations in 1795, and examination of 
British doctrine, &c.; some essays to be found with the pa- 
pers relating to Washington ; and possibly this fund and 


what may be taken from the miscellaneous mass, may make 


the Sth and 6th volumes, and leave the miscellaneous for 
the 7th. 


Volume 6th. Miscellaneous. 


This will give an adequate idea of the deep in- 
terest of these papers. 1 know perfectly well that 
it is the honest conviction of my friend from Con- 
necticut which produces his opposition. It is an 


Dec. 





- 23, 
opposition, [ am sure, contrary to his own feel. 
ings. A sense of duty alone impels him, for which 
I have the greatest possible respect; but I hope 
that upon reconsideration of this matter, and after 
this information as to the character of the papers 
the honorable gentleman will be satisfied with 
such opposition as he may feel constrained to 
make by his vote, and allow us to act upon the 
bill. 

Mr. NILES. If it be the wish of the Senate to 
act upon the bill at this time, I will withdraw my 
motion for reference, and merely ask that the 
question be taken by yeas and nays. 

Mr. SEVIER. I hope the honorable Senator 
will postpone this bill for a day or two, until we 
look into it. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Certainly, if the Sena. 
tor wishes it. I have no objection. 

Mr. SEVIER. I move its postponement unti} 
Monday. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. And let it be made the 
special order of the day for that day? 

Mr. SEVIER. Certainly. 

The further consideration of the bill was ac- 
cordingly postponed, and it was made the special 
order of the day for Monday next. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Will the bill be printed 
as a matter of course ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Certainly. 

Mr. SEVIER. The Senator from Kentucky 
referred to a report containing a description of the 

upers. I wish to have that report printetl also, 
line it will be printed with the bill. 


The question was taken on printing the report, 
and it was agreed to. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
On motion, it was 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it ad- 
journ to meet on Monday next. 


THE LATE GENERAL HAMER. 


The following message was received from the 
| House of Representatives, by Mr. Campbell, their 
Clerk. 

‘Mr. Presiwent: I am directed to inform the 
Senate of the death of the Hon. Tuomas L. Ha- 
MER, a Representative elect from the State of Ohio, 
and of the proceedings of the House of Repre- 
sentatives thereupon.” 


| The resolutions adopted by the House of Rep- 
resentatives having been read, 


Mr. ALLEN rose and addressed the Senate as 
follows: 

Mr. Presiwent : On the first day of July of the 
past year, this body confirmed the nomination of 
Tuomas L. Hamer, of Ohio, to the rank of briga- 
dier general, in the army of the United States. The 
announcement just made by the House, to the Sen- 
ate, informs us officially, that that eminent citizen 
has ceased to live. The event of his death occur- 
red at Monterey, in Mexico, on the second day of 
December last; and was, therefore, known to us, 
| individually, long ago; but, by the rules observed 
| ow these mournful occasions, itcould not be offi- 
| cially noticed till now, he having been a member 
| elect to the present, not a member of the then sit- 

ting Congress. 

But a short time previously to his death, Gen- 
eral Hamer had passed along the line of battle, 
amidst all its dangers, exerting his intellect, his 


victory of our arms over the public enemy. He 
came out of that conflict unhurt, and with a vigor 
of constitution which justified the hope that he 
might be able, yet again, to exert his genius and 
valor, in upholding the rights of his country, and 
the honor of its flag. But otherwise was it order- 
ed, and he retired from the battle-ground—the com- 
mon resort of death—only to find it in one of those 


|| diseases ever incidento the multitudinous life of 


_ the camp, and which are known, in military annals, 


| to be but little more sparing of the lives of men, 


| than the unsparing sword itself, 
_ To say that his death was a public loss, would 


|| be to speak truly, but to speak less than the 


truth. he death of that man, at any time, and in 


| any state of public affairs, would have been a loss 


j 
i 
; 
t 
| 
; 
j 
} 
| 
| 





to his country, and a great one. But his death at 


that time, and in the then existing exigencies of 

the public service, was a national privation not to 
i be appreciated, save by those who knew the pecu- 
liar character of the man, and its-happy adaptation 
to such exigencies. 
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We were at.the beginning of a war, in which, 
by the necessities imposed by free institutions, we 
were obliged to employ a mixed force of regulars 
and volunteers. To unite these forces under a 
common discipline—to fuse their various energies 
into one harmonious whole, and to direct them 
with full efficiency, has ever Leen, and will forever 
be, among the most serious difficulties of those 
placed in the command of armies. In the attain- 
ment of this object, there are required not only the 
talents to command the muscles of men, in virtue | 
ef commissioned authority, but that address, also, 
which moves the hearts of the soldiery because it | 
springs from the heart of the General. 

I would not, sir, willingly, do injustice to the | 
living, even to do justice to the dead, couid that 
be possibly necessary. Especially would I not do 
injustice to any one of those officers, whose con- | 
duct and the conduct of whose troops, in this war, | 
have taught the world, that neither the genius nor 
the courage are wanting, to make this the first na- | 
uon in it. Nor can! think that [ do injustice to | 
any, in uttering the opinion that, perhaps, no one 
of them, possessed in a higher degree, than did | 
General Hamer, that inscrutable power which is | 
expressed by the word—address, and by which a 
single individual is often seen to sway the discord- 
ant wills of thousands and to bind the whole, as 
by a spell, to his person and his purposes, more 
closely than mere official authority can ever bind 
men of various tempers, to a common object. It 
is for this reason that I esteem his death to have 
been a peculiar misfortune to the army and, there- 
fore, to the nation. 

In reviewing the lives of the eminent men of | 
our country who have already passed away, no 
remark will be found more common than, that 
such a one, was a self-made man. There are now 
in this Senate and elsewhere around us men whose 
great abilities and public services will entitle them | 
to be ranked with their illustrious predecessors, 
and of almost every one of whom, it will @ith equal 
truth be said, he, too, was a self-made man. Not 
one of them, however, will fall more emphati- | 
cally within this description, than Tuomas L. | 
Hamer. ; 

Inheriting nothing from his parents, but the 
right truly to say they were respected and honor- | 
able people, he went alone from his native State 
of Pennsylvania, when but a boy, and settled in 
the county of Clermont, in the State of Ohio. 

He began life as the instructor of a countr 
school, devoting the hours otherwise unemployed, | 
to study and, especially, to the reading of the law. 
In due time he was admitted to that learned pro- 
fession and, removing to the adjoining county of 
Brown, commenced and continued: its -practice, 
with distinguished success. He had been at the 
bar, however, but a very short time when politi- 

cal events began to excite an extraordinary interest 
in the public mind. So deep and cemueuiie that 
interest soon become, and so strong were the pas- | 
sions which it called up from the repose of the | 
eight preceding years, that it was scarcely possi- 
ble for a young man, such as Mr. Hamer was, of | 
admitted genius and eloquence, of an ardent na- 
ture, of a blameless character, and of decided 
pee sentiments, to resist the itnportunities of | 
us fellow-citizens, who sought to make him the 
representative of their wishes and opinions. He 
was accordingly elected and reélected to the lower 
branch of the State Legislature, and by that body, 
elected its presiding officer. From this post he 
retired, intending to resume his place at the bar. 
But the same causes which had drawn him from 
it before, still acting and with accumulated force, 
he again yielded, and was, by the same constitu- 
ency, three times elected to the nation’s House of | 
Representatives, from which we have just received | 
this melancholy message. At the expiration of | 
his third term, he again voluntarily retired, and | 
once more resumed the practice of the law. It | 
was in this situation, with abilities and legal learn- 
ing, which, in that region of the State, admitted of 
no rivalry, and in the enjoyment of a correspond- 
ing practice and emolument, that he heard the call 
of his country upon her sons toarm. He obeyed, | 
and was among the first to set an example, by | 
himself volunteering as a common soldier. His 
friends and constituents followed his lead, and 
speedily, an organized body stood ready for the 
march. 

Mr. Hamer was known personally and well to 
the President, with whom he had served in the 








House of Representatives, amid scenes no less try- 
ing to the firmness and fortitude of men, than the 
field of battle itself. The President, was therefore, 
under no necessity to ask who should be placed in 
command of the Ohio brigade. Mr. Hamer was 
appointed, and that too, without his solicitation; 


| and, I believe, without his knowledge of such an 


event being in contemplation. 

He accepted the commission, proceeded on duty, 
and lost his life in its performance; having been 
elected in his absence, again ta Congress. — 

When the intelligence of this sad event came to 
the West, the Legislature of Ohio being in session, 
immediately adopted appropriate measures to ex- 
press, in behalf of the whole people, their high ap- 
preciation of his virtues, abilities and services, and 
the profound sense felt by all, of the loss sustained 
in his death. The State stretched forth her hands 
and drew the dead body of her adopted son to her 
bosom. ‘There it now reposes, amid the family, 
the neighbors, the constituency, who received ‘it 
with sighs and with tears, for the same reason 
they had always before greeted his return among 
them with exultation and joy. 

It would be but a commonplace and an insufli- 
cienteulogy upon Mr. Hamer, to say, that in all 
the relations he bore to the community, he exhib- 
ited the qualities appropriate to those relations. 
Society has a right to expect such a result even 
from a man of mere mediocrity. But from one in 
the powers of whose mind the discriminating par- 
tiality of nature was so manifest as in his, society 
has a right to demand such an exertion of intellect 
and exhibition of virtues as may tend to the ad- 
vancement of its lasting welfare, and afford an ex- 
ampig to the incoming generation. To thisdemand, | 
the whole life of Mr. Hamer—his private and pub- 
lic manners, habits and sympathies; his benevo- 
lence, integrity and honor; his intelligence, indus- 
try, courage, genius and patriotism—all responded 
in a manner to entitle him to demand in his turn, 
the lasting gratitude of society. This he enjoyed 
when he lived, and when called to pass that buund- 
ary which nature has drawn between the living 
and. the dead, he did so, with the consciousness 
that he laid down a life that might be reviewed by 
the intelligent and the just, with the approbation 
of every mind and of every heart which, like his | 
own, was sound and strong and pure. 

Long will his memory be cherished by the State. 
Long will his old constituents of Clermont, of 
Brown, of Adams and Highland, remember their 
affectionate friend, their faithful counsellor, their 
able representative. And many are the aged fathers 
among them who, to stimulate the emulation of 
their sons, will recoun’ to them, inthe winter’s 
evenings, the scenes, the events, the sayings, and 
the anecdotes, of his brilliant and blameless life. | 
Long will the widow and the children remember, 
fondly remember, the husband and the parent, in 
whose affections they were happy, in whose char- 
acter they» are honored, and in the imitation of 
whose virtues his sons will find the only reward 


which can bear any proportion to the magnitude 
of their loss. 


Mr. ALLEN concluded by offering the follow- 


ing resolutions : 


Resolved, unanimous'y, Thatthe Senate has received with * 
deep sensibility the message from the House of Representa- 
tives, announcing the death of Hon. Tuomas L. Hamer, a 
Representative elect from the State of Ohio. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the members of the Senate, 
from a sincere desire of showing every mark of respect to 


mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That as a further mark of respect for the mem- 
ory of the deceased, the Senate do now adjourn. 

The resolutions having been unanimousty adopt- 
ed, 
The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 23, 1847. 
On motion of Mr. THIBODEAUX, it was re- | 


solved that when this House adjourns to-day, it || 


will adjourn to meet on Monday next. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


OBITUARY. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio, rose and said : 

Mr. Seeaxer: It becomes my painful duty to 
announce to this House the death of another of its 
members elect. Yes, sir, it is bet too true that 
General Tuomas L.. Hamer, Ohio’s favorite son, 
is dead. He departed this life at Monterey on the 
2d day of December, 1846. 

His eulogy has been pronounced by popular 
assemblies and by men who are the most eminent, 
and his loss has been deplored by all. Ll cannot 
hope to equal, much less improve, upon what has 
been said out of this House. And we can now 
realize our great bereavement unaided by elo- 
quence. It may not, however, be inappropriate 
for me to allude to a few incidents in the life of the 
deceased, with some of which I am_ personally 
familiar. 

General Hamer was born in Pennsylvania, and 
came to Clermont county, Ohio, when he was a 
young man, (or rather a lad,) without money, 
without friends, and with no more than a common 
English education. 

His first business effort was teaching @ common 
school; next he became a student atlaw. He was 
admitted to the bar in 182], and the same year 
he settled in Georgetown, Brown county, Ohio, 
which he neade his permanent residence. He was 
a member of the Legislature of Ohio several ses- 
sions, and was once ¢lected Speaker of the House 
of Representatives. 

He was elected to Congress in 1832, and con- 
tinued a member for six years. He then declined 
a reélection, and devoted himself to business as a 
lawyer until 1846. The ability which he display- 
ed during this period removed all doubt, if any 
before existed, of his capacity to adorn his pro- 
fession in its highest departments, either on the 
bench or at the bar. 

In June, 1846, he was unanimously nominated 
by a convention of the marty to which he belonged, 
as a candidate for a seat in this House; and on the 
second Tuesday of October following was elected 
without opposition. 

When our soil had been invaded by Mexico, 
and when the people were called upon to sustain 
the rights and honor of the nation by arma, Gen- 
eral Hamer was amongst the first who crowded 
forward. He volunteered as a private, and as such 
entered camp Washington; he was there elected 
Major of the first Ohio regiment, and was soon 
after appointed a Brigadier General by the Presi- 
dent, and this last promotion was, on his part, as 
I have been told, unsolicited. ° 

In his brief military career he became a favorite 
of the army. His knowledge of men served to 
more than supply his want of a military education. 
He endeared flimself to the private soldiery by 


| kindness and attention, and his bravery and con- 


duct, as well at the battle of Monterey as else- 


where, elicited at his decease from his command- 


ing General the high encomium that ‘* his place 
could not be supplied.”” 

The intellect of General Hamer was clear and 
discriminating. He was cautious, energetic, affa- 
ble, and his colloquial powers were peculiarly fas- 
cinating. The purity of his character in the pri- 


_ vate and domestic relations of life was never ques- 


tioned. 
General Hamer was unwearied in his efforts to 
improve himself, and, though nature had been lib- 


‘eral to him, it is mainly to this course on his part 
the memory of the deceased, will wear the usual badge of || 


that we are to look for the reason of his great attain- 
ments as a statesman and lawyer. 

His friends being aware of this, claimed that his 
career would be onward, and that, if he had lived, 
his final triumph would be the receiving of the 


' highest honor which men can bestow on man. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter | 


from the Secretary of the Territory of Wisconsin, | 


transmitting, in pursuance of the third section of ! 
the ** Act establishing the Territorial Government | 
of Wisconsin,” approved April 20, 1836, copies of | 


the laws of said Territory, passed in 1847, for the | 


use of Congress. Laid on the table. i] 


Such was Tuomas L. Hamer; and though he is 
dead, his example may be of use to the living. _ 

Mr. Morais concluded by moving the following 
resolutions: 

Resolved, That this House has heard with deep and un- 
feigned regret of the death of General Tuomas L. Hamer, 
one of its members elect from the seventh Congressional di«- 
trict of Ohio. 

Resolved, That this House, desirous to show due and pro- 
per respect for the memory of the deceased, will wear the 
usual badge of mourning on the left arm for thirty days. 

Resolved further, That the Clerk forward to the family of 
the deceased a copy of the proceedings hereof. 

Resolved further, That, as an additional mark of respect, 
this House do now adjourn. 


The resolutions were unanimously adopted, 
And the House adjourned. 
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JIN SENATE. 
Mownpay, December 27, 1847. 


The Journal having been read— 


Mr. BRADBURY, of Maine, rose and address- 
ed the Senate as follows : 

Mr. Presipent: I rise for the performance of 
a duty too painful for language to describe. 

One who was with us in this chamber at the last 
meeting of the Senate, attending to his official du- 
ties, assisting in our deliberations, and as confi- 
dently looking forward to the future as those who 
are now present, has suddenly fallen in our midst. 
He is now numbered with the dead. 


, . , | 
Four times has the Senate already been called, 
during the few days of its session, to manifest the | 


| 
‘ 


| 


| 





lust tokens of respect for the honored dead, who | 
have been prevented from entering upon the field | 


of their labors in the present Congress. Now, the | 


destroyer has entered these halls, and struck down 
his victim before our eyes. 
The Hon. Jonn Fatrriteip is no more. 
died at his lodgings in this city on Friday last. 
The sudden and startling announcement of his 
death preceded the intelligence of danger. 


On the morning of that day he was in his usual | 
health, and met his friends with his accustomed | 


cheerfulness and cordiality. At noon he submit- 
ted to a surgical operation, to which, with un- 


doubting confidence, he had looked for relief from | 


an infirmity under which he had labored. His 
physical energies were not equal to his fortitude 


and courage. His system sank under the unabated |; 
anguish which followed, and at twenty minutes 


before eight o’clock in the evening, in the full pos- 
session of his mind, he breathed his last. Scarcely 
had the friends that were with him anticipated 
danger, when his pure spirit took its flight. 

From an affliction so appalling it is difficult to 
divert attention, even to contemplate for a mo- 
ment the life and character of the deceased. Gov- 
ernor Farrrieip was borff at Saco, in the county 
of York, Maine, January 30, 1797. 
he has ever resided. Distinguished by an ardent 
love of knowledge, an active mind, and great 
strength of purpose, on arriving at manhood he 
devoted himself to the study of the law, and enter- 


ed a profession which has contributed its full share | 


in the establishment and defence of constitutional 
liberty. At the bar he soon acquired such reputa- 
tion that he received from the Executive of the 
State the appointment of Reporter of the Decisions 
of the Supreme Judicial Court. 

While in the successful performance of the du- 
ties of this office, he was called by the electors of 
the first Congressional district, without solicitation 
or desire on his part, to take his place in the coun- 
cils of the nation as a Representative in Congress. 
He received a reélection; and it is well known 
that he discharged the responsible duties devolved 
upon him on trying occasions in a manner alike 
honorable to himself and to his constituents. 

His services were now demanded in a different 
sphere. He was elected Governor of his native 
State; and so strong was his hold upon the confi- 
dence and regard of the people that he was thrice 
reélected to the same exalted station. It was du- 
ring this period of his public life, when great and 
unusual responsibilities were thrown upon him as 
the Chief Executive of the State, growing out of 
collisions with a foreign Power, that he displayed 
a decision and firmness of character which command- 
ed the respect and fixed upon him the attention of 
the whole country. He became, emphatically, the 
favorite of his State; and he was now transferred 
from its Executive chair to a seat upon this floor, 
to filla vacancy created by thecresignation of his 
predecessor. In 1845 he received a reélection to 
the Senate, for the term of six years. It may be 
remarked, as a singular fact, that in all the offices 
he has held he has never served out the regular 
term, but has been transferred, by promotion, toa 
higher place. 

To you, Mr. President, who knew him well, 
and to the Senators long associated with him, and 
united by the ties of respect and friendship, I need 
not amas of his honorable career in this body. 

You will bear witess to the sound judgment 
and ready zeal which he brought to the discharge 
of his varied duties; to that honesty of purpose 
which knows no guile; to that frankness and sin- 
cerity incapable of concealment; to that firmness 
of resolution which no difficulties could shake, 
nor dangers overcome; and to that purity of life, 


In that place | 


He | 


Te 











and conscientious regard to his convictions of right, 
which distinguished him as a man and a Chris- 
tian. 

How happily these qualities were blended in his | 
character is known to you; how justly they were 
appreciated by the people of his native State is 
seen in the confidence they yielded and the honors 
they bestowed. 


As a friend, he was devoted and sincere; and i 


few there are who have secured the attachment of | 
a wider circle, or bound them by stronger ties of 
affection. His loss to the public, to his friends, 
and, above all, to his deeply afflicted family, what 
words can express? I cannot attempt it now. 

He has left behind, his example, his character, 
and the influence of his actions; and, in his sud- 
den death, the admonition is again repeated, that 


‘* public honors and exalted station add no strength | 


to the tenure by which life is held.”’ 


Mr. NILES, of Connecticut, then addressed the |! 


Senate as follows : 


Mr. Presipent: On this melancholy occasion, || 
as probably no other member of the Senate has | 


had so long and intimate an acquaintance with him 


whose decease has just been announced, I hope to | 
be pardoned for adding a few words to what has | 


so appropriately been said by his colleague. In 
closing the remarks which but a few days ago it 
became my duty to make in announcing the death 
of my late colleague, I took occasion to remind 
Senators of the little and brief interest which we 


have, individually, in the exciting questions that | 


may be agitated here. I then little thought that 
the first example of that obvious truth would come 
80 soon, or so near home to myself—that it would 
be found in one of my oldest and most intigate 
associates here. We came into the public coun- 


cils here together twelve years ago, and although | 


our associations were interrupted for a few years, 
they were renewed on my returning to the Senate 
at the commencement of my present term. I then 


came not at the commencement of the session, but | 


in the spring, and under circumstances which may 
be fresh in the memories of some Senators present. 
I was then but the broken fragment of the man I 
was when I left the Senate a few years before. 


Learning that two of my old friends and asso- || 
ciates were together in the house where I now | 


am, I joined them there. Those friends were Si- 
ras Wricut and Joun Fairriecp, both much 


younger than myself, and then both tm full health, | 


and with a fair prospect of a long career of public 
usefulness. 


of conflict and trouble; whilst I, who had seem- 
ingly but a frail hold upon the mere selvage of 
life, have been spared to witness their departure. 
The death of the first was a severe stroke to 
me, as it was to the whole country. Perhaps in 
our whole history no man has fallen in private life 
whose death produced so deep, so universal a 
sensation in the public mind. And the death of 
the second has been to me a blow equally severe, 
and in some respects more trying to my feelings, 
as I was with him at the time, and witnessed the 
last ebbing pulsations of departing life. 
cumstances of his death, too—so sudden, so un- 
expected, and apparently so causeless—added a 


crushing weight to the severity of the shock. He | 


died without a struggle, and I might almost say 
with a smile on his countenance, as his soul took its 
departure from its earthly tabernacle. A long and 
intimate acquaintance with Governor Fairrietp 
has enabled me justly, I think, to appreciate his 
character, both in his public and private relations; 
but this is not the time nor the place to attempt to 
delineate it, as any hasty efforts of mine would 
evidently do great injustice to his memory. 

If he was not a brilliant star in our political 
galaxy, he was all he claimed to be—a plain, un- 
assuming man, never attempting to shine or to 
attract attention to himself, but, with his strong 


sense, sound. judgment, and prectcal views, was | 


content with an honest and 
his public duties. 

The strong points in his character were sincerity 
and fidelity. If ever occasions have occurred in 


his time which tried the souls of men, he was one 


who was found “ faithful among the faithless 2°? 


true to his constituents, true to his country, faith- 
ful to his party, faithful to his friends, and ever 
true to his principles. 

His nature was gentle, kind, peaceful, and be- 
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But how inscrutable are the ways of | 
Providence! They have both been removed, in the | 
midst of their days and usefulness, from this world | 


The cir- | 


aithful discharge of | 
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| nevolent—apparently but little fitted for the fierce 
struggles and conflicts of political life. But with 
these qualities were united great energy of charac. 
ter, great steadiness of purpose, and no ordinary 
share of physical and moral courage. He com. 
| bined also many of the higher and more substan. 
_ tial elements of popularity; and hence it was, ay 
| we have just been told, that he for many years 
possessed that strong hold upon the confidenes 
and affections of his constituents, and of his 
friends, whether in or out of the State. 
‘| Tcould enlarge upon this theme with the warmth 
/and ardor with which we all delight to dwel) on 
the virtues of deceased friends, which, like the set. 
| ting sun, seem to shine brighter as they take their 
departure. But I will say no more. He is gone; 
another star has fallen. He is removed from 
among us, at the very time when men like him, of 
/matured judgment, of subdued passions, of peace- 
ful wisdom, are most wanted in our public coun- 
_cils, The places that once knew him here and 
| elsewhere—in the councils of the nation, in the 
councils of his State, in the circles of his friends, 
and in the family circle—(but that is a spot too 
sacred for me to intrude upon)—will know him no 
more forever. But may we not hope that his vir- 
| tues and examples will long, long be cherished and 
remembered as the Jast legacy he has left his coun- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


try. 
Mr. NILES concluded by offering the following 
resolutions : 


Resolved, unanimously, That a committee be appointed by 
|| the Vice President to take order for superintending the fu- 
| neral of the Hon. Joun Farrrienp, which will take place 
| to-morrow at twelve o’clock meridian, and that the Senate 
| will attend the same. 

| Resolved, unanimously, That the members of the Senate, 
I} from a sincere desire of showing every mark of respect due 
| tothe memory of the Hon. Joun Farrrieip, deceased, late 
| a member thereof, will go into mourning for him one month, 
‘| by the usual mode of wearing crape on the left arm. 

|} Resolved, unanimously, That, 4s an additional mark of re- 
|| spect for the memory of the Hon. Joun Fairrie vp, the 
Senate do n®w adjourn, 


|| The VICE PRESIDENT appointed the fol- 
| lowing Senators as of the Committee of Arrange- 
| ments: Messrs. Nives, Berrien, Breese, Dix, 


‘| CRITTENDEN, and GREENE. 
The Senate then adjourned. 
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HOUSE QF REPRESENTATIVES. 
| Monpay, December 27, 1847. 


The Journal of Thursday last was read and ap- 
| proved. 

FOREIGN SILVER COINS. 
The select committee appointed under the reso- 
|| lution moved on the 20th instant by Mr. Truman 
| SmirH, to inquire into and ascertain the average 
|| value of the foreign silver coins in circulation in 
, the United States which usually pass for one- 
| eighth and one-sixteenth of a dollar, and to con- 
|| sider what measures should be adopted to substi- 
|| tute for such coins the dimes and half dimes of the 
|| United States, consists of the following members: 
1 Messrs. Jutivs RockwE.LL, THipopEaux, Murry, 
| Cuar.es Brown, and Green Apams. 
1 


CONGRESSIONAL PRINTING. 

The following members constitute the joint 
committee on the part of the House on Congres- 
| sional printing, appointed on the 22d instant, viz: 
|| Messrs. Concer, HENLEY, and J. B. Tuompson. 
| CLERKS IN THE DEPARTMENTS. 
| Mr. GEORGE W. JONES asked the unani- 
mous consent of the House to introduce a resolu- 
‘tion. Mr. J. said he was not certain but that this 
| was the first time he had craved the indulgence of the 
|, House for such a purpose. He was sure that the 
|| resolution would meet the approbation of nearly 
\ every member and of their constituents. He 
| therefore moved the following preamble and reso- 
| lution: 
| _ Whereas there are now some nine thousand applications 
|| for bounty land and treasury scrip, under the act of Febru- 


|| ary 13, 1847, on file in the Pension Office, not yet examined, 
|, and the number daily increasing, (besides a large number 





| of cases which have been partially examined and suspended 
| for want of additional proof, which cannot, with the pres- 
|| ent clerks employed in that office, be disposed of with the 
|| other business of the office in the next twelve months,) 
|| causing great delay in adjudicating those claims and mani- 
| fest injustice to the claimants: Therefore, 

| Resolved, That the Committee on Revolution 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency and propriety 
|| of authorizing the retary of War to ‘employ such addi- 
|, tional number of clerks in the Pension Office, temporarily, 
| as the exigencies of that office_and the rights of applicants 
| demand ; and that the committee be requested to report by 
| Dill or otherwise, at the earliest prac day. 
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intend to object to this resolution, if it was neces- 
sary to employ an additional force in this bureau. 
His purpose was to suggest to the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] that, as he understood, 
upon another bureau in the War Department, viz : 
the Second Auditor’s, there was as heavy a press 
as upon this, and probably a more important one, 
he should so modify his resolution as to include 
this bureau. He understood that the resolution 
was confined to the Commissioner’s office. 

Mr. JONES was understood to say he had no 
objection so to modify his resolution, if it was the 
pleasure of the House. 

Mr. BRODHEAD suggested to the gentleman 
from Tennessee, who moved this resolution, a 
modification in regard to the salary of the Com- 
missioner of Pensions. Some years since, as he 
understood, the salary of this officer was reduced 
from the usual salary received by heads of bureaus 
to $2,500, he believed. He should receive as 
much as the other heads of bureaus. It was one 
of the most important of them, and passed upon 
a larger amount of claims than any other, per- 
haps, connected with the departments. He there- 
fore suggested to the gentleman the propriety of 
referring this subject also to the Committee on 
Pensions. ‘ 

Mr. JONES replied that this resolution was not 
intended to have anything to do with the salary of 
the Commissioner of Pensions. There was no 
necessity of being in a great hurry about that 
matter; if it needed to be increased, Congress 
could act upon it hereafter; but here were an im- 
mense number of claims and applications pending 
which could not be examined, and they were now 
coming in in greater numbers than they could dis- 
pose of, with their present force, in any reasonable 
time. He hoped, if the House were disposed to 
inquire into the sufficiency of the salary of the 
Commissioner of Pensions, they would do it an- 
other time, and not burden this necessary and 
pressing inquiry with matters which could be 
postponed, 

Mr. BRODHEAD remarked, that he would not 
then press his suggestion by way of an amend- 
ment, 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, moved to amend 
the resolution so as to instruct also the Judiciary 
Committee to inquire into the propriety and neces- 
= of increasing the force in the Second Auditor’s 

ce. 

The SPEAKER ruled the amendment out of 
order; as the resolution, if so amended, would 
refer to two different committees. 

Some conversation ensued between the SPEAK- 
ER and Mr. HOUSTON upon this point. 

Mr. CROZIER said, it seemed to him that the 
committee to which his colleague proposed to refer 
this resolution was a very inappropriate one. Some 
years ago there were several committees instituted 
in this House—Committees on Expenditures in 
the several departments—viz., committees *‘ on so 
much of the public accounts and expenditures as 
relates to the Department of State,’’ and so of the 
other departments, one for each department. It 
would seem much more appropriate that the gen- 
tleman introducing this resolution should refer the 
subject to the Committee on the Expenditures of 
the War Department. He thought it very prob- 
able that all the departments of the Government 
would require a greater number of clerks; and as 
these committees come in contact with the depart- 
ments, he thought it proper that general resolu- 
tions should be Sotaoeeh, to each, making inquiries 
in reference to the departments with which they 
were reameeey connected. 

Mr. JONES said he could not consent to the 
reference of this resolution to the Committee on 
Expenditures in the War Department. His ex- 
perience in this House had informed him that these 
committees upon expenditures in the departments 
did not assemble afall. He believed they had not 
assembled once for the last four years, or at least 
that they had never made any report, to his recol- 
lection, upon any subject. iene, he did not see 
the appropriateness of a reference of this nature to 
& committee upon expenditures. 

_ There was one modification he would make, if 
it would meet the approbation of the House: that 
was, simply to strike out that part of the resolu- 
tion directing an inquiry by the committee, and 
substitute a provision directly authorizing the Sec- 
retary to employ the clerks. The Secretary of 
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| subject was included both in the report of the Sec- 


ditional clerks were needed in that office. The 
Commissioner of Pensions had informed the 
House, and individuals personally, when they had 
called to attend to the business of their constitu- 
ents, that he could not by any possibility despatch 
the business now before him in any reasonable 
time, without this increase in the service. 

Mr. GOGGIN said the whole subject-matter of 
this resolution was already, as he understood, re- 
ferred to the appropriate committee by an order of 
the House; for he believed the resolution had 
passed referring to the appropriate committees the 
several parts of the President’s message; and this 


retary of War and in the message of the Presi- 
dent himself. If the resolution had not already 
passed, it would pass, at all events, in a few days; 
for it was indispensable, in order that the several 
committees might proceed to the discharge of their 
duyes. This subject would then be properly re- 
ferred. He moved, therefore, to lay the resolu- 
tion on the table. 

Mr. JONES hoped the gentleman from Vir- | 
ginia would withdraw the motion for a moment. 

Before a response to this appeal was made by 
Mr. GOGGIN— 

The question was taken, and decided in the 
negative. 

So the House refused to lay the resolution on 
the table. 


Mr. STANTON offered the following as an 
amendment to the resolution : I 
Resolved hif-the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the 
Secretary of War be authorized to employ such additional 
number of clerks as may be necessary to perform the public 


business in any of the bureaus of the Departinent. | 


The SPEAKER ruled the amendment out of |: 
order, as being in the form of a bill, requiring le- | 
gislation and a notice given of one day. 

Mr. BARRINGER objected, then, to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. JONES said that his resolution:proposed an || 
inquiry into the necessity of giving the Secretary 
of War the power to appoint these clerks tempo- || 
rarily. He learned from the Commissioner of | 
Pensions that he did not wish that any new per- 
manent clerkships should be created in his bureau. 
He merely wished authority to employ them tem- 
porarily until the press of business could be de- || 
spatched. 

Mr. WHITE said there was a very great in- 
crease in the business of the several departments, 
as he was informed, and this subject would un- 
doubtedly be presented to Congress from some 
other quarter. He was informefl that there were 
now more than forty thousand land warrants in the 
office of the Commissioner of Publi¢ Lands that 
could not be signed as they were wanted, in con- 
sequence of the physical inability of the individu- 
als employed in that office to perform all the duties || 
which were there required. The other depart- 
ments would require an additional force tempora- 
rily. He thought it would be better to refer this || 
whole subject to a select committee, whenever a || 
communication upon it was made to this House |) 
from the proper source. | 

Mr. SCHENCK wished to inquire whether 
there was any communication from the executive || 
departments of the Government representing to | 
Congress the necessity of this increase of force? | 

Mr. TOOMBS replied that there was. He || 
could state to the gentleman that, in the’ printed |; 
estimates of this session to Congress, Mr. Ed- || 
wards had asked for ten additional clerks, or rather | 
for an appropriation to hire them by theday. No) 
doubt if the subject was referred to the committee || 
they would make such a report as was required; || 
and if this authority was given, Mr. Edwards, who |) 
was one of our most efficient public officers, would | 
exercise it in such manner as the public interests | 
required. As to the substitute which the gentle- || 
man from Tennessee had offered, he was opposed | 
to that. 
Mr. SCHENCK said he had made the inquiry| 
as to the necessity of this increase, only because he 
wanted this matter put on a fair basis. They had 
been in the habit for the last three or four years of || 
receiving applications made through the various || 


committees of this House for various appropria- i| 


tions. For instance, the Committee of 


department setting forth the necessity for some ap- 
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“Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, said he did not || War himself had reported to this House that ad- || 


_ of the Secretary of War and of t 


ays and | ing a bill making the a 
Means would receive a communication from the | 
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propriation Jo supply a deficit in the estimates, or 


| for some other purpose, instead ofa plain straight- 
|| forward application to Congress itself, 


Mr. SAWYER, interposing, said the Secretary 


| of War had made a request for this increase in the 


number of clerks in his annual report at the com- 
mencement of this session. 

Mr. SCHENCK said the proper course’ to be 
pursued, when an application was made in a reg- 
ular and direct way from one of the departments, 
was to make a proper reference of such communi- 
cation, or such part of communication, to a com- 
mittee of the House. Let that part of the report 

ios Commissioner 
of Pensions be referred; and then, if there be an 
increase in the expenditures of the Government— 
if there be an appropriation for deficiencies, for 
furnishing supplies, or for additional clerical force 
to meet the calls upon any department, it would 


| seem to be a response by Congress to a request 


from the proper quarter, instead of its being ob- 
tained in any way by indirection. He was opposed 
to the practice of applications being made from 
the different departments through the committees 
of the House or through individuals, without be- 


| ing plainly, openly made to Congress itself, letting 


the responsibility of the request and the demand 
lie upon those who are supposed to have the best 
knowledge of the necessity for them. 

Now, if there was a passage in the report of the 
Secretary of War, or in the report of the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions, in which application was made 
for additional force, would it not be better to refer 
either in the resolution to those communications 


|, from the Executive Department, and let them seem 


to be the ground or occasion of the committee’s 


| inquiry into the subject, or else to refer these com- 


munications themselves? As it now appeared, 
here was a distinct substantive resolution offered, 
without the resolution itself imbodying the cause 
of the reference. 

He submitted to theentleman from Tennessee 


_fMr. Jones] whether it would not be better to 


make a reference to the Executive communication 
in the resolution itself, so as to show why it was 


| that additional force was proposed to be given, and 
| on whose application, letting the responsibility rest 


on them who know whether there is a necessity 
for it, and whether the resolution should not be 
modified accordingly. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, said, the President’s 


| message and the papers ges of that mes- 
|} sage, had been referred to the 


ommittee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and that com- 
mittee had yet to take action upon them; but he 


| thought it would be improper and unprecedented, 
| in anticipation of such actien, to take up detached 


portions of those papers; while to wait until the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
had disposed of them before anything were done 


|| in relation to the subject which he had introduced 


to the House, would be to cause a very material 
delay in the adjustment of the claims of so many 
individuals. In Committee of the Whole a debate 
might arise which might possibly be protracted 
for two or three weeks, or even months, and du- 
ring that time no additional assistance could be 
obtained, such as he contemplated. He saw, there- 
fore, no er in passing this resolution. 
The Secretary of War asked for an increase of 
clerks, and the Commissioner of Pensions made 
a like application; and the committee to which his 
resolution would be an instruction, would have all 
the documents before it, whereby it would be en- 
abled to satisfy the House of the propriety of com- 
plying with those renee 

Mr. SCHENCK suggested the propriety of 
modifying the resolution of the gentleman from 
Tennessee, |Mr. Jones.] He did not object to the 
reference, nor to the instructions, but to a prevail- 
ing mode of obtaining supplies to meet deficiencies 
in the departments. There were appropriations 
made for the fiscal year, and these sometimes were 
exhausted in four months. The other day they 
had an application for a million of dollars to meet 


drafts to prevent their being protested; but, instead 


of a plain exposition being made to the House or 
to Congress of the necessity for such an appropri- 
ation, there was a private note sent to the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, and that committee 
brought the matter before the House by oo. 

propriation. Now, he 
objected to this mode of doing business. He, for 
one, was desirous to see a better system introduced. 
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He was of opinion that, when the Executive found 


there was a deficiency in meeting the liabilities of | 


any of the departments, it was proper that an ap- 
plication should be made openly to Congress, and 
that the Jegislation of Congress should show on its 
face that it was in fact a response to a call of the 
Executive, and thus there would be a proper re- 
sponsibility. But it was evidently most improper, 
when there was a deficiency of a million of dol- 
lars, to ask the Committee of Ways and Means 
to supply that deficiency, and meet the drafis 
against the Government. It was right and proper 
that an application should be made at once to the 


House of Representauves through the Speaker, | 


and in one half hour it could be referred, and thus 
take ig course to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, for the purpose of meeting the exigencies 
of the Government. He wished to see this done 
directly, instead of accomplishing the same object 
by indirection, through a committee. He did not 
wish to be understood as charging any one with 
improper conduct, but he desired to see a correct 
historic register of Congressional proceedings and 
proper responsibility taken. He suggested, there- 
fore, that this resolution should show that the ap- 
plication for additional assistance came from the 
Secretary of War and the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions, and that the action of the House was in re- 
sponse to an application and a statement made to 
it, or to a call from the executive departments. 
Whatever may have been the action of the House 
heretofore on demands by the Executive, made 


through either committees or individual members, | 


he hoped for the future the call would be direct to 
the House, and that the House would recognize 
no other calls of such a nature which were not 
made on Executive responsibility. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH rose merely to remark 
that he was sorry to see the simple, resolution 
introduced by the gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. 
Jones,| to provide for cases in which so many 
gentlemen on that floor were interested, give rise 
to so much debate. A great deal had been said as 
to the best way of doing that which was contem- 
plated by the resolution; but he was of opinion 
that the plan of the gentleman from Tennessee 
covered the whole case; and it was more especially 
to be preferred, as much time would be required 
to remedy all the difficulties in the departments of 
the Government. To wait for such general action, 
would be to do great injustice to those gallant 
men who have suffered in defence of their country. 
He had no objection to have the general subject 
taken up in the manner suggested by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Scuenck,] so that it could 
be brought up more fully and more properly; but 
it was sufficient for him to know that the present 
action of the House was necessary to meet the 
demands of the Pension Office. He therefore 
hoped the resolution would now be adopted. 

Mr. G.S. HOUSTON said he had no wish to 
delay the action of the House, or consume much 
of its time; but, fearing that an impression might 
be created by the remarks of the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Scnenck,] and that they might go 
forth to the country and be received as entitled to 
some weight with the people at home, he desired 
now at least to set that matter right. ‘The gentle- 
man spoke of a practice having grown up in this 
House by which the Executive and the heads of 
departments apply through committees for such 
appropriations as they may desire. The gentle- 
man from Ohio seemed to be opposed to that pro- 
ceeding, and desired that a kind of Congressional 
history should be kept; he wished the gentleman 
from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,} and he called upon 
the House, so to modify the resolution that it 
should be referred, with a statement of the fact 
that the Secretary of War, or somebody else, 
asked for it. Now, what urpose could that 
answer, except that which he gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Scnencx] had set forth? and was not 
the Congressional history just as well kept with- 
out it, inasmuch as they received recommenda- 
tions from the heads of departments? If Congress 
authorized the employment of the clerks called 
for by this department, was not the history of 
that transaction complete ? Why, then, should it 
be modified as the gentleman suggested? But 
there was something more than this. The gentle- 
man, in his remarks, spoke of a practice having 
now grown up by which the heads of the execu- 
tive departments made their communications to 
commitices of this House. Now, he wished to 


| 
j 
| 
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say, on this point, that his explanation might go 


out with the gentleman’s insinuation, that the 
practice has existed as long us the Government 


| has existed. 


Mr. SCHENCK interposed, and said that he 
had made no insinuation. What he had said was, 
that a practice prevailed in this House—he knew 
not hoy “or how many years, for his Con- 
gressional experience had not been so long as that 

of the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Hovston]— 
he had said that a practice prevailed, and he had 
said that that practice was wrong, and he asked 
the House to correct that erroneous mode of legis- 
lation, 

Mr. G. S. HOUSTON said it was true that he 

| had been there a longer time than the gentleman 
from Ohio, |[Mr. Scnenck,] and he now repeated 
| that his experience had taught him that the prac- 
tice of communicating with the House through its 
committees, by the heads of the various depart- 
ments of this Government, was no new practice. 
If he was not greatly mistaken, it had existed from 
the very beginning of the Government itself, and 
| therefore it had not grown up within the last few 
| years, as the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Scuencx] 
| insinuated, 
deficiency which was met by an appropriation 
that was made a few days ago, and he said that 
instead of calling on this House, that the country 


| might be able to see and to judge of the propriety | 


of that call from the department, the call was 
‘| made on the Committee of Ways and Means—a 
| committee of which he (Mr. H.) happened to be 


estimation of the gentleman from Ohio, did what? 
Brought the papers before this House. Had the 
| member from Ohio read the reports of the Secre- 
| tary of War and the heads of bureaus in that de- 
partment? Had the gentleman from Ohio read 
the estimates sent to this House by the estimating 
officers of this Government? I 
him why on earth he objects in this manner, cre- 
| ating difficulties which really do not exist, and 


mind ? 
for. 


These deficiencies had all been estimated 


from Alabama to permit him to explain. What 
he desired was, that when there was an immediate 
want for half a million or a million of dollars, a 
direct application should be made to this House, 
with a statement of the exigencies which made 
the call necessary, which this House should refer 
to the Committee of Ways and Means, instead of 
being communicated to that committee without 
| such reference by the heads of departments. He 
hoped the gentleman from Alabama now under- 
stood him. He knew the general deficiencies were 
spoken of in the regular annual reports, but at the 
| same time there was nothing from which to dis- 
cover the necessity for raising a million of dollars 
immediately. All that he claimed was, no matter 


an exigency arose, the Executive should make a 
direct application to this House, and let the House 
give it the proper reference. 


knowledged that these deficiencies had been esti- 
| mated for, and therefore the estimating officer had 
|| not sought to avoid any responsibility. The only 
|| object, then, of the gentleman from Ohio seemed to 
| be, to require that this House should be informed 
| that there were half'a million or a million of drafts, 
and that there was no money in the treasury to 
meet them. Now, he would say to the gentleman 
from Ohio, that he might search the records of the 
legislation of Congress, and everything connected 
with it, on this subject, and he would not find, 
probably, a single instance where a thing of that 
sort had been done. And why? The reason was, 
that, when the departments of the Government 
desired action on any recommendation or estimate 
which they had already submitted, they do not 
communicate to the House, but simply and re- 
spectfully suggest to the committee that it was 








desirable that it should be acted upon at an early || 


| period. 

The SPEAKER here requested the gentleman 
| from Alabama to give way that a message might 
| be received from the Senate; and Mr. Houston 
| yielded the floor accordingly. 


DEATH OF SENATOR FAIRFIELD. 
' A message was feceived from the Senate, in- 


The gentleman from Ohio spoke of a | 


a member. That committee, very correctly in the 


he has, I ask | 
giving rise to improper suspicions in the public | 


Mr. SCHENCK rose and asked the gentleman | 


what had been the practice heretofore, that when | 


~ Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Ohio ac- |. 


Dec. 27, 
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|| forming the House of the decease of the Hon. 


'Joun Fairriecp, a Senator from the State of 
| Maine. 

| The resolutions of the Senate having been read— 

| Mr. HAMMONS rose and said: 2 

Mr. Speaker: In raising my voice for the first 

| time in this hall, it devolves upon me to perform 
the most painful and melancholy duty of my 
life. : 
| The Hon. Joun Fairetevp, Senator from Maine, 
| on Friday last, at twelve meridian, was in the en- 
joyment of good health, with an unusual flow of 
| spirits, surrounded with honors, and possessed 
of all the enjoyments that earth can afford; at 
a quarter before eight of the evening of the 
same day, he had bid adieu to time, and his pure 
_and manly spirit had returned to Him who gave 
it. 

Most of the morning of that day I spent with 
him in friendly and social converse; of the evening, 
in witnessing his poignant sufferings, his struggle 
with the King of Terrors, and ir watching over 

|| his lifeless remains. 
How sad, how sudden, how awful the change— 
a change which even now I can hardly realize! 
In the meridian of his life, in the midst of his 
|| career of usefulness, and while in the full vigor of 
his intellect, he has fallen. 

Governor Fairrietp was emphatically a self- 
'made man. By his own industry and exertions 

he acquired an education, studied law, and at an 
early day took rank among the first of his profes- 
| sion. His fine talents and affable deportment soon 
arrested public attention; and he was called at an 

early age, from the enjoyments of private iife and 

domestic happiness, to the performance of arduous 
_and responsible public duties. 

His public career, though not long, was brilliant. 
| The office of Reporter of the decisions of the Su- 
| preme Court of Maine, two elections as a member 
‘| of this House, four elections as the chief Execu- 
| tive of his native State, and two elections to the 
Senate of the United States—all in the brief period 
| of about twelve years—were the rewards of his 
worthy and generous aspirations. 
| The complicated and arduous duties of all these 
| high and honorable stations he discharged with 
| faithfulness and distinguished ability, and to the 
|| entire satisfaction of those who -had elevated him 
|| to power. 
| He possessed in an eminent degree all the ele- 
| ments of popularity, and had doubtless a stronger 
'| hold upon the affections of the peepie of Maine 
|| than any other man living. His popularity kept 
|| ror with his advancement, and, at the moment of 
| his decease, I have not a doubt he possessed more 

numerous and devoted friends than at any former 
| period of: his life. Unshaken firmness, indomita- 
|| ble perseverance, and a sincerity that knew no 
|| guile, were the distinguishing traits of his char- 
|| acter, 
| His whole life evinced an unwavering devotion 


| 
to justice and to the great principles of popular 


| rights. 
In his death Maine has lost one of her worthiest 
| and noblest sons—a man whom she delighted to 


|| honor; society has been bereft of one of its best 
/and brightest ornaments; and the Senate of the 
|| United States of one of its ablest, most upright, 
‘| and most useful members. 
| Of the loss to the partner of his bosom, and to 
| the numerous pledges of their affection, it is vain 
| to speak. The blow has fallen upon them with a 
| crushing weight, which no language can portray, 
|| and which none but those who have been called 
|| to drink of the same bitter cup can conceive. 
|| May He “ who tempers the wind to the shorn 
lamb’? give them that support and consolation 
which no earthly power can bestow! 

I will close this hasty and very imperfect sketch 
of my late friend’s life and character by moving 


Resolved, That this House has heard with deep sensibil- 
|| ity the announcement of the death of the Hon. Joun Fam- 
|| FIELD, a Senator from the State of Maine. 

|| Resolved, That, asa testimony of respect for the memory 
| of the deceased, the members and officers of this House 
| wil} wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. _ 

| Resolved, That the proceedings of this House in relation 
| to the death of the Hon. Jonn Farrr1eLp be communicated 
| to the family of the deceased by the Clerk. 

Resolved, That this House will attend the funeral of the 
| deceased in a body; and, as a further mark of respect for 

his memory, that it do now adjourn. 


| The House then adjourned. 
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IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 28, 1847. 


Immediately after the Journal was read— 

Mr. NILES, from the committee appointed to 
make arrangements for the funeral of the Hon. 
Joun Farrriep, reported that, in compliance with 
the wishes of the family and friends of the deceas- 
ed, his remains will be removed to his Jate residence 
in Maine, and delivered to his family, to be there 
interred. 

he body will be taken from Mrs, Scott’s, where 
it now lies, to the depot, this day at half-past four 
o’clock, P. M., where it will be delivered into the 
charge of the Hon. Mr. Crarx, a member of the 
House of Representatives from that State, who will 
accompany it to Saco, in said State, to be consign- 
ed to the charge of his family. 

The committee further report the following res- 


THANKS TO GENERAL SCOTT AND ARMY. 


Mr. HUNT, by general consent, gave notice | 
that to-morrow, or on some subsequent day, he 
would ask leave to introduce the following joint | 
resolutions : 


JOINT RESOLUTIONS expressive of the thanks of Con- | 
gress to Major General Winfield Scott and the troops | 


good conduet in the campaign of 1847. 


sentatives of the United Slates of “America in Congress assem- 


presented to Winfield Scott, Major General commanding 


displayed at the siege and capture of the city of Vera Cruz 
and castle of San Juan de Ulun, March 29, 1847; and in 
the successive battles of Cerro Gordo, April 18th; Contre- 
ras, San Antonio, and Churubusco, August 19th and 20th; 
and for the victories achieved infront ot the city of Mexico, 
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under bis command, for their distinguished gallantry and | 


Resolved unanimously by the Senate and House of Repre- 
bled, That the thanks of Congress be, and they are hereby, | 
in-chief the army in Mexico, and through him to the officers | 


and men of the regular and volunteer corps under him, for | 
| their uniform gallantry and good conduct, conspicuously | 
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to Michigan, the capital of the State: referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. WICK: The petition of Hamilton 
Lapham, praying for the extension of a patent 
sight. - 

Mr. W. said, that the petition was directed to 
the Commissioner of Patents; but, having been 
received after the expiration of the patent right, 
and consequently too late for that officer to act 
upon it, he would present the same here, and 
move its reference to the Committee on Patents. 

The petition was so referred. 

By Mr. INGE: Of members of the bar, and 
|| other citizens of Alabama, praying that the dis- 

trict court of the United States for the middle 
|| district of Alabama may be permanently holden 
at the city of Tuscaloosa: referred to the Com- 
| mittee on the Judiciary. 


olutions, and recommend their adoption: 


Resolved. unanimously, That, as a mark of respecttothe | ! 
memory of the Hon, Joun Fatrrrevp, late a member from 


Senate, and its officers, will, at half-past four o’clock in the 
afternoon of this day, accompany in procession his mortal re- 
mains from his late residence to the depdt, where they will | ‘ 


of Representatives from the State of Maine, to be accom- 
panied by him to the family of the deceased in said State, 
and that the Speaker and members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives be respecttully invited to attend. 

Resolved, That the chaplain of the Senate be requested to 
deliver the funeral sermon of the Hon, JoHN Farrrte.p at 
the Capitol the next Sabbath. 

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be || 
communicated to the House of Representatives. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to 
pay from the contingent fund of the Senate, aud place at | 
the dispozal of the Hon. FranKiin CxLark, for the funeral 
expenses of the Hon. Joun Fairrie.p, a sum equal to that 
usually expended in similar cases, to be ascertained and | 
drawn for by the committee of arrangements. 1 


Before the question on the resolutions was | 
taken— 

Mr. NILES suggested, that as it was unnecessary 
to communicate the last resolution to the House 
of Representatives, he would move that the ques- 
tion on its adoption be taken separately; which 
was accordingly done, and the resolutions were 
then unanimously adopted. 


The Senate then adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, December 28, 1847. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and ap- | 
proved. 

The SPEAKER, by consent, laid before the | 
House the following communications: 

A communication from the Secretary of the || 
Navy, transmitting, in compliance with the law of 
March 3, 1809, an abstract of the expenditures 
under the head of contingent expenses of the Na- | 
vy Department for the year ending September 30, | 
1847. Read, laid on the table, and ordered to be'| 
printed. {| 

A letter from the Solicitor of the Treasury, | 
transmitting a report, in obedience to a resolution | 
of the House of Representatives of the 20th Janu- 
ary, 1847, upon the claim of Matthews, Wood, 
and Hall. Referred to the Committee of Claims, 
and ordered to be printed. 

A letter from the Solicitor of the Treasury, 
communicating, in compliance with the act of 
March 3, 1847, the result of his examination of | 
the case of John Pickett and others, owners of the || 
brig Albert. Referred to the Committee of Claims, | 
and ordered to be be printed. 


The SPEAKER presented the petition of the | 
American Peace Society, praying that measures 
may be adopted to restore peace between the Uni- 
ted States and the Republic of Mexico. Referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of John Boyle, praying 
compensation for certain matefials taken from his 
property and used by the United States. Referred 
to the Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Also, a memorial of Ithamar Rogers, of the 
State of Maine, praying the release of his son 
from the military service of the United States, 
setting forth that his son was induced to enlist | 
while laboring under insanity. Referred to the || 
Committee en Military Affairs. 

Also, a petition of Suffolk county, in the State of | 
Massachusetts, praying a reduction of the postage 
on newspapers, Referred to the Committee on | 





the Post Office and Post Roads, 


September oy) Hlth, 12th, and [Sth; and the capture of the 
troops, greatly superior in numbers, and with every advan- 


the State of Maine, the Vice President, the members of the tage of position, were in every conflict signally defeated by 
the American arms. 


| quested to communicate to this House copies of any regu- 


| tiago, Point Isabel, or on the eastern bank of. the Rio 
| Grande ; and that he also communicate under and by what 


|| Docks and Yards, asking for an appropriation for 
| the dry dock at New York. 


| terests and happiness, and to report to this House by bill or 
| otherwise, as early as practicable. 


netropolis, September I4th, 1847; in which the Mexican 


2. Resolved, That the President of the United States be, | 
and he is hereby, requested to cause to be struck a gold 


| 
| 
1} 
| 

| 

| 


3. Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States be || 


requested to cause the foregoing resolutions to be commu- 
nicated to Major General Scott in such terms as he may 
deem best calculated to give etfect to the objects thereof. 


The notice was entered on the Journal. 


IMPOSTS. 
Mr. HASKELL asked the general consent of 
the House to introduce the following resolution; 
which yas read for information, viz: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 


lations or instructions emanating either from the War or 
Treasury Department, under which any tax or impost duty 
is collected, or directed to be collected, on goods or mer- 
chandise shipped from any port in the United States, or 
from any foreign port, and landed or entered at Brazos 8 in- 


authority such tax or duty is directed to be collected. 


Objection being made, the resolution was not 
received. 


Mr. T. B. KING presented a communication 
received by him, as chairman of the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, from the Secretary of the Navy, 
enclosing a letter from the Chief of the Bureau of 


Mr. SAWYER, by general consent, moved the 
following resolution, which was read, considered, 
and adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of excluding all 
white traders from the Indian territory, and confining the 
trade within said territory exclusively to Indians residing 
therein, who shall have free intercourse with each other for 
commercial and all other purposes connected with their in- 


OUTFIT FOR COMMISSIONER. 


Mr. McCLELLAND asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to introduce a resolution 
instructing the Committee on Foreign Affairs to 
inquire into the expediency of allowing Anthony 
Ten Eyck, United States commissioner at the 
Sandwich Islands, an outfit. Objected to. 


PETITIONS. 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call for petitions 
in the reverse order of the States and Territories, 
commencing with the Territory of Wisconsin. 

Petitions and memorials were presented as fol- 
lows : ’ 

By Mr. TWEEDY: Of citizens of Potosi, 
Wisconsin Territory, asking an appropriation to 
complete the improvement of the landing at that 
place. . 

Also, of citizens of Wisconsin, praying an ap- 
propriation for the construction of a harbor at the 
mouth of the Manitouac river. 

Also, for the completion of the harbor at Root 
river: referréd to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, of the same, for a harbor at the mouth of 
the Sheboygan. 

Also, for a light-house at Sauk harbor : referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. BINGHAM: Of citizens of Michigan, 
praying the establishment of a daily mail route 
from Detroit, Michigan, on the Grand River road, 











By Mr. W. P. HALL: Of citizens of northern 


| Missouri, asking a donation of lands to aid in the 


construction of the Hannibal and St. Joseph's 


railroad: referred to 


the Committee on Public 


Lands. 


By Mr. CABELL: Preamble and resolutions 


be delivered to the Hon. Mr. CLark, a member of the House medal, with devices emblematical of the series of brilliant |} of the General Asse mbly of Florida, relative to 
victories achieved by the army, and presented to Major 
General Winfield Seott, as a testimony of the high sense 
entertained by Congress of his valor, skill, and judicious | 
conduct in the memorable campaign of 1847. 


indemnity for losses sustained in the Seminole 
war : referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
Mr. C. B. SMITH presented the petition of John 


| M. Sinclair and 210 other persons, of Jay county, 
| Indiana, praying for the abolition of slavery and 


| the slave trade in the District of Columbia, and 





| 
| 


moved its reference to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. CABELL moved to lay the petition on the 
table; which question was decided in the affirma- 
tive by yeas and nays: Yeas 76, nays 70, as fol- 


| lows: 


YEAS— Messrs. Barringer, Barrow, Birdsall, Black, Boyd, 
Boydon, Richard Brodhead, William G. Brown, Charies 
Brown, Buckner, Cabell, Chase, Howell Cobb, Williamson 
R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Crozier, Cummins, Dickinson, Don- 
nell, Garnett Duncan, Alexander Evans, Faran, Feather- 
ston, French, Fulton, Gayle, Gentuy, Goggin, Willard P. 
Hall, Harmansen, Harris, Haskell, Hill, Hil iard, George 8. 
Houston, Inge, Jamieson, Andrew Johnson, James H. John- 
son, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, John W. Jones, 
Kaufinan, Kennon, Thomas Butler King, Lahm, La Sére, 
McClernand, McDowell, McLane, Mann, Miller, Morehead, 
Morse, Pendieton, Peyton, Preston, Richardson, Richey, 
Robinson, Simpson, Sims, Smart, Robert Smith, Stanton, 
Stephens, Thibodeaux, Tompkins, Jacob Thompron, John 


| B. Thompson, Toombs, Turner, Venable, Wick, Williams, 
| and Woodward—76. 


NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adama, Green 
Adams, Bingham, Blanchard, Brady, Butler, Canby, Cling- 
man, Collamer, Collins, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, bickey, 
Dixon, Paniel Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Embree, Nathan 
Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, Giddings, Grinneil, Hale, Nathan 
K. Hall, Henley, Henry, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Kellogg, Daniel P. King, Sidney Law- 
rence, Lincoln, McClelland, Marvin, Morris, Mullin, Pal- 
frey, Peck, Petrie, Reynolds, Rockhill, Jutius Rockwell, 
John A. Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, St. John, Sawyer, 
Schenck, Slingerland, Caleb B. Smith, Truman Smith, 
Starkweather, Andrew Stewart, Charles E. Stuart, Strom, 
Strong, Sylvester, Tallmadge, ‘Taylor, Richard W. Thomp- 
son, William Thompson, Tuck, Warren, and White—70. 


So the petition was laid on the table. 


A message was here received from the Senate, 
announcing that the Senate had passed resolutions 
in relation to the funeral of the Hon. Joun Fair- 
FIELD, late a Senator from the State of Maine. 

The resolutions were read; when, 


On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, it was 


Ordered, That the Speaker of this House, its members and 
officers, in compliance with the invitation of the Senate, and 
as a nark of reapect to the memory of the late Senator Fatr- 
FIELD, will attend his remains and accompany them to the 
depét at 4} 0’clock in the afternoon of this day, where they 
will be pat into the care of the Hon. Mr. Ciark, to be ac- 
companied by him to the family of the deceased, in the State 
of Maine. 


On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, 
The House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 
: The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred: 


By Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut: The petition of 
C. L. Dabell and 710 others, citizens of the United States, 
praying that an appropriation be made by Congress for the 
purpose ef building and stationing at or near Bartlett’s reef, 
a floating light and beli-vessel, of dimensions adequate to 
the demands of the commerce of Long Island Sound. Also, 
that the petition and papers of Abel Gay be taken from the 
files and referred _to the Committee of Claims. 

: By Mr. PENDLETON: The petition of Apolius Cooper’s 
Cire 

By Mr. TALLMADGE: The memorial of merchants and 
others of New York, on the subject of expediting the mails. 
Also, the petition of Joseph Emerie, for a return of duties 
paid by mistake at the New York custom-house. 
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| 
By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of John H. Clark and 
others, citizens of Braceville, Trumbull county, Ohio, pray- | 


ing for peace with Mexico. Also, the petition of Peter 
Snyder and others, heirs-at-law of John Snyder, deceased, 
for relief, ke. 

By Mr. PECK: The petition of Gershom Carpenter and 
others, for the establishment of a post route from Northam 


berland, New Hampshire, to East Burk, Vermont, through | 


Guildhall, Granby, and Victory, Vermont. 

Mr. MORSE presented the petition of Andrew Brien and 
110 others, praying for the establishment of an additional 
post route in Louisiana, and moved its reference to the 
Comfaittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 








IN SENATE. 
Wepwnespay, December 29, 1847. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate, a report of the Secretary of the Navy, made 
agreeably to law, accompanied by an abstract of 
expenditures, under the head of contingent ex- 
venses, as settled and allowed at the office of the 
Roush Auditor of the Treasury, from the Ist day 
of October, 1846, to the 30th day of September, 
1847. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate, a report of the acting Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, made m pursuance of a resolution of the Sen- 


ate of the 20th instant, accompanied by a report | 


from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
in relation totthe information required by a reso- 
lution of the Senate of the I1th February, 1846, 
respecting the public lands subject to overflow in 
the State of Arkansas, by the Mississippi, Arkan- 
sas, White, Black, Red, and St. Francis rivers, in 
said State, &c.; which was ordered to be printed. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate, a communication from the acting Secretary of | 


the Treasury, transmitting a report from the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, in answer 
to a resolution of the Senate of December 7, 1847, 
respecting the military reservation and private land 
claims at Sault Ste. Marie, together with a map 
thereof. 

PETITIONS. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented the peti- 


Mr. DIX presented a petition of the Common 
Council of the city of Buffalo, New York, praying 

| an appropriation for improving the harbor at that 
place; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. DIX presented a petition of citizens of 
Buffalo, New York, praying an appropriation for 
improving the harbor at that place; which was re- 

ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WESTCOTT presented a petition of citi- 


| zens of Hillsborough county, Florida, praying the 


establishment of a mail route from Tampa Bay to 
Manitu river; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented the 
memorial of David Myerle, praying indemnity for 
losses sustained by him in his efforts to produce 
water-rotted hemp for the use of the navy; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented the pe- 
tition of the heirs and legal representatives of John 
G. Mackall, deceased, praying compensation for 

| property destroyed by the enemy in the last war 
| with Great Britain; which was referred to the 
| Committee of Claims. 
Mr. STURGEON presented the petition of the 
heirs and legal representatives of George Gibson, 
deceased, an officer in the revolutionary army, 
| praying to be allowed commutation pay; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 

+ Claims. 

On motion by Mr. BELL, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of the represehtative of Wil- 


| liam Russwurm, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. DIX, it was 
Ordered, That the memorial of Hugh M. McLean, on the 
| filesof the Senate, be referred to the Committee om Claims, 


On motion by Mr. WESTCOTT, it was 
|| Ordered, Thatthe memorial of Richard S. Coxe, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
|| diciary. 
| On motion by Mr. WESTCOTT, it was 
| Ordered, That the memorial of Thomas Douglas, on the 
| files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the 


tion of Thomas Thompson, a British subject, | Judiciary. 


praying compensation for rescuing the crew of || 


an American merchant vessel wrecked at sea; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of Wil- 
liam W. Gitt, praying that the heirs and repre- 


sentatives of claimants to lands under the act of | 


February, 17, 1815, for the relief of the inhabitants 
of the late county of New Madrid, Missouri Ter- 
ritory, in whose favor certificates have been issued, 
to locate the same upon the unappropriated public 
lands; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of Dan- 


iel McKissick, praying that a patent may be is- | 


sued to him for the lands settled by him in the 


Oregon Territory; which was referred to the Com | 


mittee on Public Lands. 
Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of the 
Common Council of the city of Buffalo, New 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Md., it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Gilbert Stalker and N. B. 


1 Hill, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee 


{| of Claims. 


|| On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Md., it was 
|| Ordered, That the petition of James F. Sothoron, on the 


York, praying an appropriation for improving the | 


harbor at that place; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the petition of Jona- 
than Lewis, praying compensation for depreda- 
tions committed on his property by the Cherokee 
Indians, while residing among those Indians under 
a permit; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented resolutions passed by 
the Legislature of Illinois, instructing the Sena- 
tors, and requesting the Representatives of that 


State, in Congress, to use their efforts to procure | 


the assent of Congress to the sale of the salt 
springs in Gallatin county; and the ratification of 
all sales of salt springs heretofore made by the 
State of [linois without the consent of Congress; 
which were read and referred to the Committee 
on Public Landg, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BREESE presented a memorial of citizens 
of illinois, praying that the right of preémption 
may be granted to the Central Railroad Company, 


to the lands along the route of their road; which | 


was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. DIX presented the proceedings of a meet- 

ing of citizens of New York, in favor of the adop- 

tion of measures for expediting the mails between 


that city and New Orleans: referred to the Com- | 


mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


| files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

On motion by Mr. BREESE, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of Richard Mc- 
Carty, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. DOWNS, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of the forward officers of 
the late exploring expedition, on the files of the Senate, be 

| referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. BREESE, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Stephen Steele and James 
Daimil, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, it was 

Ordered, That Joshua Dodge have leave to withdraw his 
memorial and papers. 

On motion by Mr. DOWNS, it was 

Ordered, That George T. Sinclair have leave to withdraw 
his memorial and papers. 

On motion by Mr. DOWNS, it was 

Ordered, That the legal representative of William Shippen 
have leave to withdraw his memorial and papers. 

On motion by Mr. HALE, sundry resolutions, 
presented a few days ago, from the Legislature of 
New Hampshire, relative to the courts in that State, 
were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. BALDWIN, it was 

| Ordered, That the Committee on Pensions be discharged 
from the further consideration of the resolution passed by 
the Senate, on the 23d instant, in relation to naval pensions ; 
aud that the resolution be referred to the Commitiee on 


Naval Affairs. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of La., it was 


On motion b 
Ordered, ‘That the Committee on Pensions be discharged 


from the further consideration of the petition of Hugh Wal- 
lace Wormley, and from the further consideration of the 
memorial of John Crosby; and that the said petition and me- 
morial be referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DICKINSON gave notice that he would, 
-atan ome day, ask leave of the Senvte to intro- 
duce a bill for the relief of Jeanette C, Hunting 

ton, widow and sole executrix of William D. 
Cheever, deceased. 


RILLS REPORTED ON LEAVE; ETC. 
Agreeably to notice, Mr, BAGBY asked and ob- 


‘' tained leave to bring in-a bill authorizing the pay: 








ee 
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| ment of interest on the amount advanced by the 
| State of Alabama to the General Government 
| pending the Creek hostilities in 1836 and 1837. 
| which was read a first and second time, by unani. 
|| mous consent, and referred to the Committee oy 
| Finance. - 
Agreeably to notice, Mr. ASHLEY asked and 
obtained leave to bring in a bill to establish a per. 
|| manent general -reémption system in favor of ac. 
| tual settlers on the public lands; which was read q 
| first and second time, by unanimous consent, and 
| referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
| Agreeably to notice, Mr. DICKINSON asked 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill for the relief 
| of Asa Andrews, of Ipswich, in the State of Mas. 
| sachusetts; which was read a first and second 
time, by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee of Claims. He also presented a docu. 
| ment relating to the subject; which was referred to 
the said Committee, and ordered to be printed. 
| Agreeably to notice, Mr. BRADBURY asked 
| and obtained leave to bring in a bill changing the 
| time of holding the terms of the Circuit Court of 
| the United States in the district of Maine; which 
| wes read the first and second times, by unanimous 
| consent, and referred to the Committee on the Jy- 


pa 


diciary. 
On motion by Mr. YULEE, it was 


Ordered, That a member be appointed by the Vive Pres- 
ident to fill the vacancy inthe Committee on Naval Affairs, 
oceasioned by the decease of the Hon. Joun FAtrFIEp. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CASS, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill providing for the further 
prosecution of the existing war between the Uni- 
ted States and the Republic of Mexico; which was 
read and passed to a second reading. 

[This bill authorizes the President, should the 
exigencies of the war require it, to call for and ac- 
cept the services of additional volunteers, not to 
exceed the number of 20,000, that may offer, either 
as cavalry, infantry, or riflemen; to serve three 
years after they shall have arrived at the place of 
rendezvous, unless sooner discharged; to receive 

ay as volunteers under existinglaws. The Pres- 
ident has the power, when the regiment is reduced 
in rank and file, to discharge a part of the commis- 
sioned officers, leaving not more than three for six- 
ty men, and not more than two for forty rank and 
file; and when a company is reduced to twenty, he 
may discharge the whole company, and receive a 
new company of not less than eighty rank and file; 
provided that nothing herein contained shall re- 
quire the President to reduce ‘the officers or dis- 
charge a company, if,in his opinion, the reduced 
company can be filled up by recruiting. The Pres- 
ident is also authorized, when regiments of volun- 
teers are reduced, to receive additional companies 
for such regiments, provided the whole is not in- 
creased beyond 1,000 rank and file. The volun- 
teers raised under thisact shall be discharged with- 
in six months after the ratification of a treaty of 
peace. } : 3) 

Mr. CASS, from the Committee on Military Af 
fairs, reported a bill to provide clothing for volun- 
teers in the service of the United States; which was 
read and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of La., from the Committee on 
Pensions, to whom was referred the bill to continue 
the pensions of certain widows, reported it without 
amendment. ‘ 

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill to compen- 
sate John M. Moore, reported it without amend- 
ment. He also submitted a report on the subject, 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents and the Patent Office, reported a Bill to pro- 
vide for additional examining clerks in the Patent 
Office, and for additional fees in certain cases ; 
which was read ang passed to the second reading, 
He also submitted a communication from the Com- 
missioner of Patents, relating to the subject; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee of 
Claims, to whom the documents relating to the 
claim of Lemuel B. Nicholls were referred, sub- 
oe. an adverse report; which was ordered to be 

rinted. . 
< Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Finance, 
to whom was referred the memorial of Henry 
Simpson, administrator of George Simpson, de- 
ceased, submitted an adverse report; which was 
ordered to be printed. 
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committee might select, | would be entirely will- 
ing; but I would be very unwilling to give the ben- 
efit of this legacy to a stranger. {am entirely in 
favor of giving itto Mrs. Madison herself; but 
how far I would give her the power of disposing of 
it by will, Lam not now prepared to say. I sa 
to the Senator from Kentucky that! oul be will- 
ing to give $5,000 down, and the remainder of the 
$25,000 in trust for her during her life time; and if 
the papers are worth more than that sum, I would 
go so far as to select from the papers so much of 
them as will amount to that value, leaving the 
rest to rise in value, as I believe they undoubt- 
edly will, and to be purchased hereafter, in case 
it be deemed expedient. I firmly believe that 
these papers will be looked to in future times 
with much interest, and with great advantage, both 
to the statesman and the scholar, and [do not wish 
to deprive the widow of Mr. Madison of the bene- 
fit which she may ultimately derive from their in- 
creased value; but to give her the right to dispose 
of the purchase money by will, perhaps to an utter 
stranger, is a thing to which | am not prepared to 
consent, 

Mr. BERRIEN. If this money is to be consid- 
ered as a gratuity to Mrs. Madison, and for which 
no vulue is received, | would very readily agree 
with the suggestion of the honorable Senator from 
South Carolina, that that which is designed as a 
gratuity should be personal to her, enjoyed during 
her life, and terminate at her death. Butif, as I 
suppose to be the case, it is a purchase of papers 
conceded by the honorable Senator, and felt I 
presume by the great majority of the Senate, to 
be of great and increasing value, as containing the 
opinion¥ of one of the most enlightened statesmen 
of the early deys of this Republic—if it is to be 
considered as a contract between the Government 
and Mrs. Madison as the possessor and proprietor 


of these papers, for which value is given, then I | 


submit tomy honorable friend thatthe money which 
is 80 given is no longer the money of the Govern- 
ment, but becomes the money of the other party 
to the contract, and subject exclusively to her dis- 
posal. Sir, the provisions in this bill are not in- 
troduced from any idea that this is a gratuity, but 
that forthe sum which it is proposed to appropri- 
ate we receive a valuable consideration. .1 suggest, 
then, whether it would be proper that we should 
place any restraint upon the disposition of the 
money after its ownership has thus been changed, 


and I should hope that the honorable Senator, after | 


witnessing the expression of the decision on the 
part of a majority of the Senate, that this bill 
should be allowed to pass, would not persevere in 
opposing its passage at this time,in order that it 
may avoid encountering the fate which it met at the 
last session in consequence of unnecessary delay. 
Mr. BUTLER. have not had time to exam- 
ine the manuscripts, nor am [ convinced that Con- 
gress ought to purchase the whole of them at this 
ume; and I believe also, as has been already sug- 
gested, that these manuscripts will become more 
valuable hereafter, and I desire that Mrs. Madison 
shall receive the full benefit of her illustrious hus- 
band’s works. I would be perfectly willing, as I 
have said already, to give Mrs. Madison all that 
she desires during her lifetime for such papers as 
may be selected by a committee. In this wa 
everything that is necessary will be aakieds 
but I must repeat, that if the bill be forced upon me 
as it stands, I shall very reluctantly (for it is con- 
trary to my disposition to oppose a matter of this 
kind) be compelled to vote against it; for I am 
not now prepared to vote for it, and [ am not wil- 
ling to be forced into a vote before I am prepared. 
I only ask time to examine the matter, and it may 
be when | have made that examination, that I will 


yield up my objections, but I cannot give them up ¢ 
without an opportunity of satisfying myself in re- | 
gard to them, for [ should distrust myself in such | 


u case as this, lest my feelings should get the bet- 


ter of my judgment. 
Mr. CR 


that the Senator would be content to yield his op- 


position after witnessing the manifest disposition | 


of the Senate that the bill should pass. If the 
honorable Senator persists in his a ostes for the 
postponement until to-morrow, I will acquiesce. 

Mr. BUTLER. I do desire its postponement, 
and perhaps I may give up my objections. | have 
nothad time, or if I had, | have not availed my- 
self of it, to examine the subject so as to enable 
me to vote intelligently. 


ITTENDEN. I certainly had hoped | 
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Mr. CRITTENDEN. 
the postponement, I shall not resist it, for the bill 


will, | suppose, come up of necessity to-mor- 
row. 


Mr. WESTCOTT. I desire to make an expla- 
nation, in order to relieve myself from the imputa- 
tion of inconsistency in voting, as I intend, against 
this bill, unless it - altered, in view of the vote 
which I gave at the last session. 

The bill of last session proposed to give Mrs. 
Madison the same sum, twenty thousand dollars, 
to be invested in stocks for her use, and five thou- 
sand dollars to be paid to her immediately. I had 
no objection to that bill. I regarded that pay- 
ment not as a gift or a pension, but as a considera- 
tion for the papers, which were well worth the 
money to the American public. My objection to 
the present bill is, that it creates trustees to take 
care of the fund for Mrs. Madison by act of Con- 
gress. There is no precedent for the creation 
of such officers. 


priety of such legislation by Congress. Congress 


has a right to purchase, but no right to fetter the | 


payment of the consideration-money with the con- 
dition that it shall be vested in trustees. This is 
the first case of the kind since the adoption of the 
Constitution. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, (in his seat.) It was at 
the request of Mrs. Madison that such an arrange- 
ment was made. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. That does not alter the 
case with me. Her consent would no doubt be 
given toa donation in any form as a matter of 
course, I object to the establishment of such a 
precedent, after which any person having a claim 
before Congress can make an arrangement for the 
appointment of trustees, and thus defraud bona fide 
creditors. If it were a mere gratuity, the objec- 
tion would not apply; but as this is a considera- 
tion paid for the papers, the objection is with me 
insuperable. 1 cannot vote for the bill in its pres- 
ent form, although I have no objection, constitu- 
tional or otherwise, to giving the money in con- 
sideration for the papers out-and-out to Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr. BADGER. If I understood correctly the 
remarks which have been made by the honorable 
Senator from Florida, he has said that he voted 
for the bill of last session, but if pressed to vote on 
the present bill, he will vote against it for certain 
reasons which he has assigned. Now, if I recol- 
lect the terms of the bill which passed the Senate 
by a very large majority at the last session, it was 
liable to the objections stated by the honorable 
gentleman from Florida in a still higher degree 


than they can be possibly supposed to apply to the | 
If 1 recollect aright the provisions of | 
the bill of last session, it actually went so far as to | 


present bill. 


preclude Mrs. Madison from anticipating any of 
the coming payments on account of interest before 


_ they should fall due. But what are the objections 


that it is an act of Congress creating trustees, and 


on which the honorable gentleman calls in ques- | 


tion the right of Congress to pass such a bill? 
With very great respect to the opinion of the 
honorable gentleman—and certainly, as a lawyer, 
as well as on other grounds, his opinion is entitled 
to the highest consideration—it does seem to me 
that he has presented an entirely new phase of 
constitutional difficulyy. Congress proposes to 
buy from Mrs. Madison certain papers, and the 


bill assumes that these papers are worth twenty- | 


five thousand dollars, which sum Congress pro- 
age to pay to the proprietot of these papers, to 
ve held for her interest. The proprietor of these 


pene is willing, and desires that payment should 


»e made to her in the following manner: That of 
the twenty-five thousand dollars, five thousand 
should be paid to her immediately, and the re- 
maining twenty thousand should be put in the 


hands of three gentlemen, to be held by them, by 
the last survivor, and executors, and administra- || 


tors of the last survivor, upon trust; who will pay 


| to her the interest; with power to her to dispose |, 
| of the principal sum by her last will and testa- | 


ment. Where is the constitutional objection here? 


The money, according to this contract, that would | 


be coming to, and be due to Mrs. Madison after 
the five thousand dollars are paid, and that to be 
paid into the hands of certain trustees, was the 
money of the Government, and would become the 
money of Mrs. Madison. Well, if the party who 


\| is to give the money, and the party who is to re- 


If the gentleman desires | 


It isa dangerous precedent. | | 
doubt the power, and have no doubt of the impro- | 
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ceive it, both agree to a certain disposition of j; 
how is it possible that there can be any constity. 
tional difficulty ? If Congress have the right to 
buy the papers, and pay away the moncy, cer. 
tainly it has a right, with consent of the seller of 
the papers, to make such disposition of the money 
as may be agreed upon. here, I again ask, is 
the difficulty? Why, Mrs. Madison may dispose 
of the principal fund by her will, and in conse. 
quence of this arrangement, the honorable Sena. 
tor supposes that the just claims of creditors may 
be evaded. , 

Mr. WESTCOTT, (in his seat.) 
up the fund. 

Mr. BADGER. What principle of constitution. 
al law is opposed to “tying up the fund??? What 
principle of common laws opposed to it? How- 
ever, sir, the bill is, I believe, to stand over, and | 
will not detain the Senate. Indeed, I should not 

‘have made any remarks at all on the subject, 
had it not been for the observations of the Senator 
from Florida; but aware of his distinguished legal 
reputation, [ was afraid, lest it might go out that 
we were doing some strange things here, and that 
by our legislation we were about to disregard the 
obligations of debtors, It seems to me, as the hon- 
orable gentleman from Florida knows very well, 
that where a person has a power to be exercised, 
according to his best will and discretion, he must 
exercise it, if he do so atall, for the benefit of cred- 
itors. This is, therefore, the most beneficial form 
in which control over this fund could be exercised, 
The interest is to be given to this venerable relict 
of a most distinguished man; and at her death she 
will have an opportunity of bestowing that fund 
which has produced the interest, on the objects of 
her regard—on those who have lingered around 
her dying bed, and ministered to her in her declin- 
ing years, and to whom she would be, therefore, 
disposed to leave a memorial of her kindness and 
testimony of her gratitude. 
For one, I was sorry that my honorable friend 
from South Carolina felt it to be his duty—acting, 
-as I know he did, from the purest and most hon- 
orable motives—to make the slightest objection to 
the passage of this bill. A similar bill was passed 
at the last session by a decided vote. This is one 
of those cases in which it may be truly said, that 
| in order that this act may be really kind, it ought 
to be done promptly—early. The subject has been 
fully considered—the sense of the Senate has been 
fully declared—and never was there a case, as it ap- 
pears to me, in which we could with more propriety, 
as was said by my friend from Kentucky, the other 
day, convert this into a New-Year’s arrangement; 
shedding joy and gladness over the declining days 
of one so much esteemed for her own sake, as well 
as being the relict of so eminent a citizen of this 
Republic. 

But under the rule, I suppose the subject lies 
over; and I will not trouble the Senate with any 

additional remarks. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. The honorable gentleman 
from North Carolina has totally misconceived me; 
but as it is suggested that this bill will come up 

/again to-morrow, I shall defer any further re- 
marks. 


On motion by Mr. BUTLER, it was 
Ordered, That the further consideration of the bill be post- 
| poned until to-morrow. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered by unanimous consent and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
| structed to inqnire into the justice and propriety of providing 
for the fulfilment of the contract, entered into by the Secre- 
tary of War, on the 12th day of March, 1839, under the au- 
| thority of the joint resolution of Congress of the 13th of Feb- 

ruary, 1839, “to contract with J. B. and P. Ferribault, for 
| the purchase of the island at the confluence of the St. Pe- 
ter’s and Mississippi rivers.” 

Mr. BREESE submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent, 
| and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing to the 
|| Registers and Receivers of the several Jand offices for their 
| services under the ninth section of the act of the ilth Feb- 
|| raary last, the same compensation as is now allowed by law 
| when money is paid on the entry and purchase of land. 


‘| Mr. SEVIER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent, 
| and agreed to: 


i Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing a reason- 
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able compensation to such receivers of the public money as 
perform d the duties of assistant treasurers of the United 
Suites. 

On motion by Mr. BREESE, it was 


Ordered, ‘That two thousand extra copic> ot the report of || 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, with the az- 
companying maps and diagrams, be printed for the use of 
the Senate; and that two thousand additional copies of the 
map of surveys in Florida, accompanying said report, be 
also printed for the use of the Senate. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

The following message was received from the 
House of Representatives, by Mr. Campbell, their 
Clerk : 

Mr. Presipent: The House of Representatives 
have appointed: a Committee on Printing, on their 
part, in pursuance of the joint resolution of the 
two Houses, consisting of Mr. Concer, of New 
York, Mr. Henuey, of Indiana, and Mr. Jonn B. 
Tuompson, of Kentucky. 

| am directed to notify the Senate of the death 
of the Hon. Epwarp Braptey, late a member 


sympathies were with the struggling, the poor, 
and the oppressed. Ardent in his feelings and 
| Strong in his attachments, he was nevertheless tol- | 
| erant to an opponent and forgiving to an enemy. | 


fifth day of August he was numbered with the 
dead. She who came to administer that aid and 
consolation which his debility ota returned 


with the lifeless remains of her husband to her 


stricken family—the widowed to the fatherless. 


1 am aware, Mr. President, that, in alluding in 


this place to the virtues of the deceased, | speak to 
those who have had no opportunity, by personal 

intercourse, to enjoy his friendship or to know his 

worth. He was called to the world of spirits 

when about to assume his position among the Rep- 
| resentatives of this people. By his death, his con- 
| stituents have been deprived of the services of an 
able Representative, and the country of a faithful 
guardian of the public weal. 


Himself the architect of his own fortunes, his 
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in the succeeding spring, it became but too evident 
that the disease which finally terminated his exist- 
ence had seized him with an unyielding grasp. 
Favored with medical treatment of the most skill- 
ful character, he finally, after a severe and painful 
iliness, partially recovered, and, having perfected 
his arrangements, left home, accompanied by his 
wife, to enter upon his duties her®. The terrible 
ravages of disease were distinctly marked, and 
the fears of his friends were consequently in- 
creased. But, Mr. Speaker, 
“ Hope springs eternal in the human breast ;"’ 


and, guided by its seductive illusions, Mr. Brap- 
Ley felt confident that travelling, change of cli- 


mate, and, more than all, the eminent medical 


skill he should employ in New York, where he 
| contemplated a protracted delay for that purpose, 


would restore him to health and happiness. 
It is written, sir, that **man that is bern of a 
‘woman hath but a short time to live, and is full 


| At the bar, in the legislative hall, and in the popu- 
. ce ‘ : 
elect of the present Congress, from the State of | lar assembly, his good sense and strong reasoning 


, 

‘ of misery : he cometh up and is cut down like a 
t Michigan; and of the proceedings of the House | faculties always commanded attention and respect, 

l 

, 


* flower; he fleeth as it were a shadow, and never 
‘continueth in one stay.”’ 

This melancholy truth was strikingly exempli- 
fied in the case of my late excellent friend. He 
reached New York on the 30th of July, and died 


of Representatives thereon, and by his eloquence he carried persuasion and 
The message having been taken up for consid- | conviction to the hearts of his auditors. : 

eration— If, in common with his fellow-men, he had his || 
i . . . . 

faults, they were trivial and easily to be forgiven; 


’ OBITUARY. perc ag gt : : berl ‘l | on the morning of the Sth of August. In his death, 
| while his virtues, prominent and numberless, will || ; ae a ae 
’ | in the eloquent language of another the poor 
Mr. FELCH rose an a : suas ’ 
t { -F d addressed the Senate as | long be the theme of praise, and his early death || ¢ pave lost a friend, the bar an ornament, the peo- 
‘ follows : the subject of heartfelt sorrow. 


Mr. Present: The announcement just re- 
ceived from the House of Representatives, arrests 
the attention of the Senate in the midst of its or- 





following resolutions : 


In token of respect to his memory, I submit the | 








* ple a champion, the councils of the nation a states- 
‘man, whilst his widow and children have lost a 
*husband and a father.” 











di ears aw holy tdi oe That the eee - received with deep sensi- || “Thus vanish mortal dreams.”? 
nar yuUSINeSS, W le melance o vility the message from the House of Representatives an- . . 
i erty Again oan again, since ee | nouneing the death of the Hon. Kowaro Sasnent, a Rep- | Roe token of respect, sir, I offer the following res- 
of the present session, simil resentative elect from the State o Michigan. — ; | ° uttons : 
f n, similar announcements Resolved, ‘That the members of the Senate, fromasincere || Resolved. That this House has heard with deep sensibilit 
d have called us to mourn, with the country, the de- || desire of showing every mark of respect to the memory of 1 cae oa a r 2. r the a eee y 
ao? ee tS ; 1 ) : pb the announcement of the death of the Hon. Epwarp Braap 
- cease of eon members of the present | eeeree will wear the usual badge of mourning for || ; ey, jate a member elect of the present Congress from the 
Congress, and to pa i res nirty days. ‘ || second distriet of Michigan. = 
Wa RAE A yb yt coe) : : "|| memory of the deceased, the Sonnte do now adjourn. | of the deceased, the members and officers of this House wil 
choly Pp ur feelings here cannot re And then the Senate adjourned wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. 
d store the deceased to life, nor recall to a seat in aha : Reso!ved, That the proceedings of this bane in relation 
, these halls the trusted agent of a confiding con- | to the death of the Hon. Evwarp BRapury be communi- 
“ stituency, nor restore to the domestic circle its | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. ee Oe oe lis mien or amma ae af eniilie an 
0 me neo ee at least show that we | Wepvespay, December 29, 1847. || his memory, do now adjourn. 
: cheris o } ° 
i JB herc high regard for the memory of the de- | Te Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. | The House then adjourned. 
it ities, and sympathize with those who united with OBITUARY. r 
t the deceased by closer ties, have felteven more | . Mr. STUART, of Michigan, rose and said: IN SENATE. 
" keenly than we this sad dispensation of Provi- | Mr. Speaker: The melancholy duty has been Taurspar, December 30, 1847. 
n dence. || assigned to me of announcing to the House the Mr. UPHAM presented two petitions from citi- 
D= Epwarp Brapiey, whgge death is thus an- || death of my lamented friend, the Hon. Epwarp || zens of Ohio, praying the establishment of a dail 
ry nounced, was born in the tounty of Ontario, in || Brapiey, late a member elect of the present Con- || mail between Pittsburg, Pa., and Mansfield, Obie; 
or the State of New York, in April, 1808. At the | gress from the second district of Michigan. \| which were referred to the Committee on the Post 
ts age of twenty-six years he was appointed an As- | He was born in the town of East Bloomfield, in || Office and Post Roads. 
ys sociate Judge of the Court of Common Pleas in | the county of Ontario, and State of New York, in Mr. UNDERWOOD presented the petition of 
II his native county. Previous to this he had | April, 1808. Atthe age of twenty-six he was ap- || John Leroy, praying a pension, on account of the 
is moved in the humbler walks of private life. En- | pointed an Associate Judge of the Court of Com- || loss of an arm while carrying an express for the 
gaged chiefly in agricultural pursuits, with few || mon Pleas of that county, the bar of which then | army in Mexico; which was referred to the Com- 
es advantages of early education, there was little in | numbered among its members several gentlemen || mittee on Pensions. 
ly the influences by which he was surrounded to | of distinguished legal reputation. || Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of Hen- 
kindle his ambition, or to stimulate to those un- The forensic dis -"» ys of such men could not fail | ry Hatch, praying indemnity for French spolia- 
an ceasing mental efforts which alone can secure high || to produce upon a mind like Mr. Brapvey’s a | tions prior to 1800 ; which was laid upon the table. 
e; attainments and give assurance of future eminence. || powerful influence; and it is therefore probable | Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of the 
Ip jut his was a mind of no ordinary energies. | that his choice of the legal profession may date || American Peace Society, praying that the war 
Availing himself of avery opportunity for im- || from this period of his life. \| with Mexico may be brought to a close without 
provement, he gathered knowledge from every | Atthe expiration of his term of office he remov- || the further effusion of blood; which was laid on the 
source within his reach, acquiring strength in his | ed to Michigan, and in July, 1839, he located at || table. 
ve struggles with adversity, and accumulating, in his || Marshall, in the county of Calhoun, and entered || Mr. BREESE presented the petition of citizens 
contact with the world, the rich treasures of men- upon the practice of his profession. His advance- | of Clay county, Illinois, praying that the right of 
tal efficiency and practical information. The ap- || ment was rapid, and he very soon ranked among || preémption may be granted to the Illinois Central 
a eengengge of his merits by his friends prompted || the first at that bar—a position which all acquaint. | Railroad Company to the lands along the route of, 
oA tim to still more ardent efforts, and a taste for || ed with its members will concede was as difficult of || their road; which was referred to the Committee 
forensic discussion induced him to become a de- || attainment as it was honorable to its possessor. on Public Lands. 
sl voted student of the law. In 1839 he removed to | Mr. Braptey’s early pursuits having been ex- Mr. DIX presented the petition of Joseph Bur- 
- Michigan. Having been admitted to the bar, he || clusively agricultural, his feelings, sympathies, || chard, praying that certain duty bonds paid by him 
re- devoted himself to the business of the legal pro- || and consequently his interests, were naturally and || as surety for John S. Roulet, may be repaid to him; 
> fession, and soon acquired the reputation of an | strongly identified with the producing classes. To | which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
~ able lawyer and an eloquent advocate. In 1842 | become a general favorite, however, it was only | Mr. BADGER presented the petition of citizens 
ood he was called by the suffrages of the district in || necessary that he should be generally known; and || of Johnston county, North Carolina, praying the 
which he resided to a seat in the State Senate, and || in 1842 he was elected from his district to the | establishment of a post office at Bagby’s store, in 
lu- ably and faithfully performed his duties in that || State Senate. Though chosen to fill a vacancy, that county; which was referred to the Committee 
nt, station during his term. In 1846 he was elected | and serving but one year, he acquired the reputa- | on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

a member of the House of Representatives of the || tion of a powerful debater, a sound legislator, and Mr. BERRIEN presented additional documents 
>; thirtieth Congress. This last evidence of the high | a faithful and able representative. His great and | relating to the petition of Milledge Galphin, exeeu- 
the esteem in which he was held among those who | varied powers of oratory were, however, best | tor of George Galphin, deceased; which were se- 
~d knew him best was scarcely received when dis- | adapted to popular assemblies. In these, his || ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
= ease marked him for a victim. In July he left the | depth of thought, his force and style of reasoning, || On motion by Mr. WEBSTER, it was 

place of his residence, intending to seek the resto- || combined with his inimitable sarcasm, told with || Ordered, That the memorialof the President and Fellows 
bes ration of his health by a protracted journey to the | prodigious effect; and hence, in a political can- | of — College, Fi the files of the Senate, be referred 
nt, capital, and a temporary sojourn on the seacoast. i vass, as conducted in the West, he was an able | es: 

he end of this journey he was destined never to | and efficient champion. On metas bz Mr. wt ga re a 
is reach. He arrived in the city of New York on | At the general election in 1846, he was chosen a | ae ao aa nde of the he ales be 
om the last day of July, and on the morning of the '' Representative to the present Congress; but early '' severally referred to the Communities on Pensions. 
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On motion by Mr. RUSK, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Samuel W. Bell, on the |! 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Indian 


Affairs. 
On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, it was 


Ordered, That Sarah E. Graham have leave to withdraw 
her petition and papers. 


Mr. MANGUM submitted the following motion 


for consideration : 
Ordered, That the Vice President be authorized and re- | 
quested to have two movable desks provided for the reporter 
of the proceedings and debates of the Senate, and his assist- 
ants, upon the floor of the Senate Chamber, to be used only || 
during the session of the Senate, and to accommodate two || 
persons, 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. BADGER submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the expediency of establishing additional floating and sta- | 
tionary lights ; and also additional buoys, below and between 
the town of Wilmington, North Carolina, and the ocean. 


Mr. CLAYTON submitted the following reso- 
lution, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of making appropriations for 
the harbors in the river Delaware, at Port Penn, Delaware 
City, New Castle, and in the Christiana and Mahou’s river. | 
Also, for the erection of a light-house on the Burnt Pier op- 
— to Fort Mifflin; and that the report heretofore made 
»y the Secretary of the Treasury, with the accompanying 
documents, on the expediency of a general law requiring | 
veasels navigating the Delaware to carry lights in the night 
time, be taken from the files and referred to the said com- 
mittee, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of a law requiring coasting 
vessels of the United States to employ apprentices in the 
navigation of said vessels. 


Mr. BAGBY submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous con- 


| 
i} 
sent, and agreed to: | 
« Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to | 


transmit to the Senate all the papers on file in his office re- | 
lating to the transportation of the mail by Jamieson and | 
Williamson, between Montgomery and Tuscaloosa, and be- 
tween Selma and Maplesville, Alabama. 
Mr. CLAYTON submitted the following reso- || 
lution, which was considered by unanimous con- || 
gent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That three hundred and fifty copies of the map 
of the coast survey of the Delaware bay and river be printed 
for the use of the Senate. 
Agreeably to notice, Mr. DICKINSON asked | 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill for the relief 
of Jeanette C. Huntington, widow and sole exe- 
eutrix of William D. Cheever, deceased; which 
was read a first and second time, by unani- 
mous consent, and referred to the Committee of || 
Claims. 


| 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. | 


Mr. CORWIN, from the Committee on Public || 
Lands, to which had been referred the petition of || 
Cadwalader Wallace, made a report, accompanied 
by a bill for his relief. | 
_ The bill was read, and passed to the second read- 
ing. | 

Ordered, That the report be printed. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which had been referred the peti- || 
tion of Thomas Talbot and others, made a report, || 
accompanied by a bill for their relief. 
_ The bill was read, and passed to the second read- | 
ing. 

Ordered, That the report be printed. 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, to || 
which had been referred the petition of William || 
Sayward and others, reported a bill to authorize | 
the issuing of a register to the barque Canton; | 
which was read. || 

On motion by Mr. DIX, the Senate proceeded | 
to the consideration of said bill. 

The bill having been read a second time, was || 
considered as in Committee of the Whole, and no |! 


} 


amendments being offered, it was reported to the || 
Senate. | 
Ordered, That it be engrossed and read a third | 
time. 
The said bill was read a third time. 
Resolved, That it pass, and that the title thereof || 
be as aforesaid. i] 
Ordered, That the Seeretary notify the House | 
of Representatives accordingly. 


NOTICES OF BILLS, ETC. 
Mr. YULEE and Mr. BERRIEN severally | 


honorable Senator from 
in the report of the Adjutant General. That re- | 
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| they would ask leave of the Senate to introduce 


certain bills, the titles of which they named. 

Mr. DICKINSON gave notice of his intention 
to ask the Senate to take up the resolutions here- 
tofore submitted by him. 


REGENT OF SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 
On motion by Mr. BREESE, it was 


Ordered, That a member be appointed by the Vice Presi- 
dent to fill the vacancy in the Board of Regents, occasioned 
by the resignation of the Hon. Lewis Cass. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Missisippi, was appointed. 


COMMITTEE ON PRINTING. 
On motion by Mr. SEVIER, it was 


Ordered, That a Committee on Public Printing on the part | 


of the Senate, in pursuance of the joint resolution of the 
two Houses, be appointed by the Vice President. 

Mr. BRADBURY, Mr. CAMERON, and Mr. 
GREENE, were appointed. 


Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of Repre- | 


sentatives accordingly. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
On motion, it was 
Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it be to Monday 
next. 


MILITARY STATISTICS. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the following 
resolutions, submitted by Mr. JOHNSON, of Md., 
on the 23d instant: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War inform the Senate : 


First. What has been the whole number of volunteer | 
troops called into the service of the United States since the |) 


13th May, 1846. 


Second. Of the troops so called, what bas been the whole || 


number discharged from such service before their term of 


service had expired ; and what the number mustered out of || 


the service of the United States. 

Third. What has been the whole number of troops in 
Mexico belonging to the regular army of the United States, 
since the 13th May, 1846. 

Fourth. Wiatis the number of troops now in Mexico. 


Fifth. What has been the whole number of officers and | 


men, belonging either to the regular army or the volunteers, 
who have been killed, or died of wounds received in battle, 
since the 7th May, 1546. 

Sizth. What has been the whole number of officers and 
men, of the regular ariny or volunteers, wounded in battle 
since the 7th May, 1846, who have not died of their wounds. 


Mr. CASS remarked, that a great deal of the 


information sought for by the resolutions of the | 


aryland was contained 


port had not yet been laid upon the desks of Sen- 


ators, but he had no doubt that it would soon be | 
He hoped, therefore, the | 


a before them. 
1onorable Senator would permit his resolutions 


to lie over for a day or two, until that report was | 


printed. 








Dec. 30 





| it is this want of discipline, to which the great 

mortality which has prevailed is owing. Now 
_ we all know, from information that has been laid 
before us, that at the commefcement of the last 
| session of Congress, there were actually buried up 
the banks of the Rio Grande, of those who had 
| died of diseases, twenty-five hundred men. Now, 
|, without saying at present what my opinion is jn 
| relation to this war, as | may do at some subse. 
| quent period of the session, I suppose it is perfect. 
ly obvious, for sometime at least, that the war is to 
be prosecuted, and it is all important, I think, that 
we should be furnished with this information upon 
which public opinion, the opinion of the Senate, 
and the opinion of the country, can be formed, 
| which will enable us to determine what is the best 
description of force to be called into service. Now, 
|. L have no doubt that some of this information, in 
| fact a great deal of it, may be found in the report 


|| of the Adjutant General; but certainly it can do no 
harm to have all the information spread before us 
at once. I hope, therefore, that the honorable 
| Senator will make no opposition to the passage of 
|| the resolution. 

| Mr. CASS. No, certainly not, sir; I have no ob- 
| jection to obtaining information. J merely sug- 
| 
|| 
j 





gested that a great deal of it would be found in the 
report to which I alluded. 
The question being taken, the resolution was 
| adopted. 
INCREASE OF THE REGULAR ARMY. 

Mr. CASS. There is a very important bill, 
which was reported from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, which I am desirous should be taken 
| up and acted upon—I mean the bill for raising ten 
additional regiments; and I move the postpone- 
_ment of the previous orders, and that the Senate 
| proceed to the consideration of that bill. 
| Mr. CRITTENDEN. I hope the gentleman 
| will allow that motion to remain for a few moments, 
| until the special order from a former day has been 
|| disposed of. ‘There isa bill now upon its passage, 
|| and which will not occupy, I believe, ten minutes, 
|| which I should be glad to have taken up if the 
| Senator will withdraw his motion for the present; 
|| and unless he will do so, I shall feel constrained to 
|| oppose his motion, which I should not otherwise 
be disposed to do. 

Mr. CASS. I have no objection. 


THE MADISON PAPERS. 
| ‘The Senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to provide for the pu@thase of the manuscript pa- 
rs of the late James Madison, former President 


Mr. R. JOHNSON. I was aware that some of || of the United States. 


| the information called for might be found in the 


report of the Adjutant General; but my purpose 
was to have all the information that is called for 
by these several resolutions together. My object 
was a double one—that the information which we 
have, or can have without some such inquiry as 
this, will not show the Senate or the country the 
number of men who have died of disease in Mex- 
ico. I propose—and, in my opinion, it is the only 


way in which to get the information—to inquire as | 


to the number mustered into the service under the 
act of the 13th of May, 1847; the number of these 
discharged before their period of service expired; 


| and the number mustered out of service. I sup- 


pose the difference between the number mustered 


| into service, and the number mustered out of ser- 


vice, not accounted for by the number discharged 
in the meantime, will show the number of those 
who have died of disease, less the number of those 
killed in battle. I have asked, therefore, in addi- 
tion, for the number killed in battle. The other 
motive which I had was, (and I am sure it is one 
in which I shall have the concurrence of the hon- 
orable chairman of the Committee on Military 
Affairs,) to lay before the Senate and the country 
information which I think will satisfy them, that 


| the regular army is better in all respects than any 


volunteer troops. The committee has reported a 
bill to raise ten additional regiments of regular 
troops, and also reported a bill to raise more addi- 


| tional volunteers for the war in Mexico. M 


opinion has always been, not that less efficiency is 
to be found in volunteer forees—that would be con- 
trary to the history of all times—but, as the Senator 
will readily apprehend, it is impossible that the 
same degree of discipline can be exerted over the 
volunteers as over regular troops; and I am per- 
fectly satisfied, that in a climate like that of Mex- 


gave notice that on to-morrow, or at an early day, || ico—a climate in the highest degree insalubrious— 


The question being upon the passage of the bill, 
|| upon which the yeas and nays had been ordered, 
| it was determined in the affirmative, as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Bagby, Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, 
Butier, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin, Crittenden, Douglas, 
Foote, Greene, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana 
Mangum, Phelps, Sevier, Sturgeon, Upham, Webster, and 
Yulee—22. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Breese, Calhoun, 
| Cass, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dix, Felch, Hale, 
| Turney, Underwood, 4 Westeott—13. 
| So it was 
Kesolved, That the bill pass, and that tlie title thereof be 
*¢ An act to provide for the purchase of the manuscript — 
|| of the late ames Madison, former President of the United 
| States. 


Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence of 
the House of Representatives therein. 

INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 

| Mr. CASS renewed his motion to proceed to 
|| the consideration of the bill to raise, for a limited 
| time, an additional military force. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I hope the honorable Sena- 
tor does not intend to press the bill to a decision 
at this time. The Senate is extremely thin, and it 











is a question of so much importance, as every- 
thing must be which is connected with the war, 
that I submit to the Senator, inasmuch as what 
supplies we shall grant must depend on what we 
shall determine in the next few days is to be done, 
that it would be proper to allow the consideration 
of this bill to be postponed. If the Senator is de- 
termined to press the question upon us at this early 
period. and before any one has had time to fix 
is own mind in regard to the subject, I shall be 
constrained to oppose the Senator’s motion. 
Mr. CASS. ft is not with the slightest wish to 


| express my views that I urge this measure, but 
| because I think the good of the country requires 
| it. Itis simply a bill for raising ten regiments, 
| the details of which were all arranged by this 
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body at the last session; it is, therefore, simply a_ 
uestion as to whether we will authorize this ad- | 
Tuional force. The bill is drafted in the same way 
as former bills for the same purpose, and all the 
Senate has to do, is to say whether ten additional 
regiments shall be authorized to be raised. This 
is a matter which is intimately connected with the 
yrogress and with the termination of the war, for 
it is designed to lead to its termination. The bill 


has been already reported some eight or ten days, | 


and | therefore hope, that the honorable Senator 
will allow the consideration of the bill to be pro- 
ceeded with now. And the honorable Senator 
will permit me to observe, that I do not see, in 
reference to his resolutions, how they are to bring 
the discussion of this subject before the Senate 
better than it may be brought by this bill. The | 


object of the gentleman is one of three; it is either || the war, to make a permanent conquest of the Republic of 


to operate upon the Senate, or upon the Adminis- | 
tration, or upon the country. It is not to operate 

upon the Administration, because the President ex- 
pressly says, that it is not the intention of the Ad- 


ministration to prosecute this war, with the view || 


of extinguishing the nationality of Mexico. 

The ground the Administration takes upon this 
subject is peculiarly clear—it is to make and secure 
an honorable peace. To attempt to prevent the 
American people from taking possession of Mexi- | 
co, if they demand it, would be as futile in effect, 
as to undertake to stop the rushing of the cataract | 
of Niagara. 

1, myself, should think it a very unfortunate 
thing to extinguish the independence of that coun- 
try, and annex it to our own; but the more the war 
is prolonged, the longer it is suffered to go on, the 
greater will be the danger of such an occurrence. | 


(| T sha 


|, Administration intend to pursue. 


| Now, | do think we ought to postpone action on 
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self is very properly opposed to the extinguish- | the measure now proposed are spread before you 


ment of the nationality of Mexico, we know that | 
there are many of a totally different a and 
we know that there are many who believe that | 


such will be the result, whether intended or not, || 


of the measures proposed by the Administration. 
And I am one of those who entertain this belief. 


the bill for some little time, until we, shall have 
determined the course which it will be proper for | 
us to en and, with this view of the question, 
| vote against the motion of the honorable 
Senator. 
Mr. CASS. Will the Senatorgllow me to read | 
_ short extract from the message of the Presi- 
ent? 


“It has never been contemplated by me, as an object of 


Mexico, or to annihilate her separate existence as an inde- 
pendent nation. On the contrary, it has ever been my de- 
sire that she should maintain her nationality, and, under a 
good government adapted to her condition, be afree, inde- | 
pendent, and prosperous republic.” 


This is exactly the course of policy which the 
For my own | 


| part, I do not see the practical operation of any vote | 
| on the subject in this body disconnected from some | 


| of this war to be attacked. 
|| we want that this bill may come to a discussion 


ractical measure. In the discussion of this sub- | 
ject lam aware we must expect animadversion, 
We must expect the origin, progress, and results 
But it seems to me, 


| 

. . . . | 

| and a decision without entering upon the general | 
} 


|| question of the origin and progress of the war. 


| ministration, or the manner in which this war 
| arose. 


What, then, is the issue? The Administration say, || 


they do not intend to conquer all of Mexico. That | 
project is disavowed, and the fighting line is dis- | 
avowed, and the only thing that remains is to keep 
possession of what we have, and extend our oper- 
ations as the position of the enemy may render 
necessary, and as our means may enable us. Now, 
in my view, this bill may be taken up and dispos- 
ed of without determining atallthis matter. That | 
is a subject which is not involved in the present | 
question. Why, then, should we stop, with the | 
view of bringing the Senate to a decision upon this 
pom which decision, with all deference to the | 

onorable Senator, seems to me to have no manner | 
of connection with the subject before us? 

Mr. CALHOUN.» As the Senator has avowed 
his intention to proceed wiffthis bill, and to press | 
the question upon us now, I shall be compelled to 
oppose it. 

Mr. CASS. For the personal accommodation | 
of the Senator, 1 will consent that the bill shall lie | 
over until Monday. Beyond that day I cannot 
consent that it shall be postponed. 

Mr.. CALHOUN. My ideas, sir, extend far 
beyond that, 
tor say that the President is entirely opposed to 
the conquest of Mexico and the extinguishment | 
of her nationality; and I am very happy, also, to 
hear that the chairman of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs repeats the same thing. That being 
admitted as among the greatest calamities that | 
could happen, the important question comes u 
how shall we escape it? Sir, we often get into | 
situations which we never intended to get into. We | 
got into this war although we never intended to | 
get into it; for I will venture to say, that in this 
body, if the question had been propounded to them 
of war or no war, independent of the exigency of | 
the occasion, there would not have been one-fourth 
of the Senate in favor of it. Now, my object is to 
guard, not against consequences that are contem- 
plated, but against consequences that may follow 
from the measures proposed, which consequences | 
are not contemplated. That is the object. Now, | 
whether this additional force shall be granted, will | 
depend on the fact whether the mode recommended | 
by the Executive to carry on this war will not, | 
in its practical consequences, end in the extinc- | 
uon of the nationality of Mexico. Now, I submit | 
tothe Senator himself, whether there is nothing | 
due to those who differ from him in opinion in re- | 
gard to this point?) He may think that the policy | 
recommended by the Administration will not end | 
in the outinnslaienest of the nationality of Mex- | 
ico; but I differ with him in that opinion; and until | 
1 am satisfied that he is correct, lam not prepared 
to vote in favor of the measure that is now pro- 
posed. Sir, though the honorable Senator him- 


Iam very happy to hear the Sena- || 


| 





| there will be no necessity for any steps on our part 


I had intended not to say a word about the Ad- | 
I thought there was a common ground, 
where we mightall unite in regard to this addition- 
al force; and I repeat, | -yet hope the Senate will 
take up the bill, and proceed to its consideration. 

Mr. CALHOUN. A word only in reply. I 
am aware of the views of the President in regard | 
to the war. I have examined with great care the | 
policy which is recommended in the message, and, | 
in my opinion, the result of that policy, if carried | 
out, will tend to the precisely opposite course to | 
that professed to be contemplated therein. If such | 
should be the danger, we must guard against it in | 
some way; but if this danger does not exist, then 


to guard against it. But with my present infor- 
mation, I am not prepared to give an intelligent | 
vote upon the subject. 

Mr. CLAYTON. There is not, so far asI know, 


| any disposition on this side of the Chamber to delay | 


voting supplies for the army; but I hope that the | 
honorable Senator from Michigan will not press a | 
vote upon this bill, or any measure of this descrip- | 


| tion, until we have had an opportunity of reading 


the Report of the Secretary of War, and the docu- | 
ments accompanying that report. Sir, has any | 
Senator on this floor read that report and the docu- | 
ments? I doubt it. They have not been printed; | 
or, if printed, certainly not yet furnished to the | 


an opportunity for perusing those documents, would | 
be highly improper. And it will be perceived, also, | 
by the Sadiuealile Senator, that the seats on this | 
side of the Chamber are not filled, and I trust, there- | 
fore, that he will agree to a postponement of the | 
measure, for the present at least, without naming a | 
particular day for its consideration, because we | 
cannot tell on what day the members of this body | 
will be in attendance. Whenever they may be in 
attendance, and the reports furnished to us for our | 
erusal, we shall be ready to act upon the subject. | 
t have not seen a single copy of that important 
document, the report of the Secretary of War, nor 


have I seen the documents accompanying the Pres- || until I have an opportunity to decide as to the _ 
| — of granting them. 


ident’s message, nor the reports of any of the | 
Secretaries. 
Mr. CASS. Iam not unwilling that the Senate | 
should have an opportunity to examine those docv- | 
ments, but this is too important a measure to be | 
delayed. I will consent that it shall be delayed 
until Monday, however, for the accommodation of | 
Senators; but regarding it, as I do, as a measure of 
great public importance, I cannot consent to its | 
postponement beyond that day. With regard to | 
the report of the Secretary of War, it gives you all 
the details necessary to forman opinion upon meas- 
ures of thisdescription. itis entirely unnecessary | 
to refer to the report of the Quartermaster General 
for details, because the great facta connected with | 


clearly and conclusively in the report from the 
War Sapeanind. I say again, that if the gentle- 
man will be satisfied with a postponement until 
Monday, I will agree to it; but further than that I 


|| cannot go. 


Mr. BERRIEN. Beyond the consideration of 


|| the thinness of the Senate, there is, in my judg- 


' ment, ample reason for the postponement of the 


| commendation of the President to that effect. 


consideration of this bill, unul the Senate shail 
have discussed the resolutions submitted by the 


|| honorable Senator from South Carolina, as well 


as those which have been submitted by the hon- 
orable Senator from New York. Sir, we are 
called upon by this bill, and others that will suc- 
ceed it, to add a force of thirty thousand men to 
the army of the United States. We have ce 

e 


| have his approval to us of the report of the Sec- 


retary of War, which discusses three modes of 
operation in Mexico. Certainly, sir, it seems to 
be the obvious dictate of common sense, that, be- 
fore we proceed to increase the means of offensive 
military operations in Mexico, we should deter- 
mine for ourselves—not at the bidding of the Pres- 
ident, but for ourselves, as the constitutional de- 
pository of the war-making power—what are the 
objects to be accomplished by these measures. 
There is this, sir, beyond the suggestions which 
are made by the honorable Senator from Michi- 


| gan, as to the operation of the resolutions which 


| 


| 


if 








| Senate; and it seems to me that action at this time | 
|| upon a subject of this importance, without affording | 


| 
| 


have been submitted—there is this consideration, 
that, without seeking to operate on the mind of the 
President—without seeking to influence the judg- 
ment of the American people, except as that 
judgment may be operated upon by the decision 
of this body,—we deciet to ascertain what 1 is 
that Congress (the war-making power of this 
Government) proposes to accomplish by the fur- 
ther prosecution of the war. And that, I suppose, 
will be developed in the discussion upon the reso- 
lutions. The Secretary of War submits to us 
three plans for the future conduct of the war. 
He passes by, as unworthy of consideration, the 
notion of the withdrawal of the troops, and the 
restoration of peace, without further trampling on 
our down-trodden foe. He then suggests three 
modes of prosecuting the war. Have the Senate 


| considered, are they prepared to decide with the 


information now before them, or will they pre- 
clude discussion, upon these different modes? Wili 
they not enter upon the discussion with a view to 
ascertain the objects to be accomplished by its 
further prosecution? and whether, in the accom- 


| plishment of those objects, we should in advance 


subject the country to this expenditure? Sir, we 
have, according tothe report of the Secretary of 
War, a force of about 43,000 men in the field, a 
small majority of them only consisting of regu- 
lars. The argument of the honorable Senator from 
Michigan is, that the situation of our gallant army 
in Mexico renders it necessary that it should be 
reinforced without waiting for details of the ob- 
jects for which the war has been prosecuted. Now, 
look at the state of facts as disclosed by the re- 
port of the Secretary of War. It is evident that 
the army in Mexico was perfectly safe—flushed 
with victory, and confident in its strength—up- 
wards of 32,000 strong—while the army of the 
enemy is scattered, dispersed, and Mexico is with- 
out an efficient Government, and destitute of re- 
sources and men to resist ourarms. There can be 
nothing, then, in the condition of the American 
army which should lead us to precipitate the pas- 
sage of this bill, before we ascertain the objects 
which it is proposed to accomplish. I desire to 
stand entirely uncommitted upon the subject of 
yielding the supplies demanded by the Executive, 


ut the ground on which 

lace my opposition to the present consideration 
of this bill is, that it proposes a great increase of 
force, before we, the war-making power, have de- 
cided what are the objects to be accomplished; and 
I see great force im the suggestions of the honor- 
able Senator from South Carolina, which seem to 
have eee observation of the Secretary of 
War. The Secretary sets forth three modes for 
the further prosecution of the war,—first, by 
defining a boundary, and holding Mexico to the 
observance of that boundary; secondly, by over- 
running the wholeof Mexico, and establishing per- 
manent garrisons in the principal places; and 
thirdly, by holding what we already possess, and 
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taking such other places as we may deem it pru- 
dent to occupy. He overlooks the proposition 
which is stated by the Senator from South Caro- 
lina, that in adopting the latter mode, there is the 
utmost danger that it will run into the second— 
that it will render indispensable the subjugation of 
the whole of Mexico. 
Sir, these are grave questions, and should not be | 
precipitately pressed upon us. 
Mr. CASS. I will merely remark, that the 
proper measures for raising and organizing this 
force, must necessarily, by many months, precede 
its arrival in Mexico. It will take a long time for 
the troops to be organized, and still longer to trans- 
ort them to their several places of destination. 
tis a measure whose inception it is now neces- 
siry to commence, with a view to have the troops 
in Mexico in proper season; and let me observe to 
the Senator from Georgia and the Senator from 
South Carolina, that for my soul I cannot perceive 
the difficulty which strikes them. ‘The Senator 
from South Carolina submits a proposition which 
-ean have no practical result. Here, on the other 
hand, is a measure which is practical. [t proposes 
to raise ten regiments. If anybody deemed the 
war unnecessary, or believed it should not be fur- 


* t - 7 


Whet 


we ae 


Ligh : ther prosecuted, let him so declare by his vote upon 
i es the bill. The Senator seems to suppose that there 
: + is some magic in his resolutions, which is to be 


drawn out by the discussion upon them. It seetns 
to me that the most proper plan in the world for | 
the expression of the views of Senators, is upon 
the discussion of a practical measure like this. I 
trust, however, they will not delay the passage of | 
the bill by any general discussion on the origin of 
the war: but if the Senate deem otherwise, it seems 
to me that a far better place for that discussion ts | 
upon this bill, than upon the abstract declaration | 
which binds us to nothing. I say again, that if 
Senators are content with a postponement until 
Monday, I will agree to it; but if not, I shall ask | 
the Senate to proceed to this consideration now. | 
Mr. ALLEN. I hope, sir, this bill will not be | 
postponed until Monday; but, on the contrary, be 
proceeded with by the Senate immediately, and | 
that we will adhere to this part of the public busi- | 
ness until it be accomplished. There are two | 
modes, sir, in which opposition to the policy of 
the Administration is made—one is in the form of | 
an abstract proposition, and the other is in the form 
of a distinet practical measure. Whether this op- | 
position shall assume one of these shapes here or 
not, is a matter of choice with those who have the 
right to make that opposition, as far as their power 
3 to make a choice is concerned. But whether it | 
shall be allowed to take such a shape, depends 
upon those against whom this opposition is made. 
1 desire that the diversity of sentiment which exists 
im this Senate shall be tested in the discussion and 
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Therefore, | propose that all the sentiments en- 
tertained in this Chamber may be made known 
in the discussion of this bill in reference to its post- | 
ponement, in preference to the discussion of ab- 
stract propositions, Sir, there is much advantage 
to be gained, as we all know, by the form which 
an adversary chooses to assume. It is one thing, 
sir, to denounce the policy of the Government in 
the discussion of abstract propositions, and another, 
to take the responsibility of opposing measures for 
increasing the army and sustaining this war. I 
therefore, sir, as a friend to this Administration, | 
and as one determined, as far as I may be able, to | 
stand by its policy in this particular, desire that the 
opposition should be made to these measures in the 
face of the measures themselves, and with the re- 
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Sir, we are in a state of war, and in that state we 
must continue until peace puts anend to it. That | 
war has its theatre two thousand miles from this | 
Capitol, and the intercourse between the Govern- 









































Well, sir, under thege circumstances, with that | 
army cut, hacked, and bleeding in the achievement 
of its glorious victories, shall we leave them there, 
to oceupy a country as large as our own, surround- 
ed by ten millions of enemies, and subjected to all 
the perils to which their precarious situation ex- 
poses them, without taking the precaution to sus- 
tain them by additional reinforcements ? 

Sir, the vote of this Senate itself is a large part 
of the power which this Government must exert 
in the prosecution of this war to an honorable 






























































sponsibility which that .opposition will impose. || 


| the war. 
| be more proper and reasonable ? 


| 


decision of practical measures. i 
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pane It is the moral impression produced by the 
cnowledge in Mexico, as to what is the determina- | 


. . . : . . i} 
tion of this Government, as evinced in its legisla- 


tion, whether sustaining the President or not, 
which is to operate advantageously, or otherwise, | 
in regard to the termination of the war. The vote | 
of the Senate on this very question will have as | 
much influence in bringing about peace, as the ad- | 
ditional forge which it is proposed to raise. The | 
declaration as to whether we do or do not intend | 
to prosecute the war ull peace be the result, is of | 
the utmost importance. 
Sir, if this Senate wavers; if it evinces hesita- 
tion; if, instead gf increasing the force, it persists in 
cavilling against its own Government, what, I ask, | 
will be the effect of such a course upon the mind 
of the Mexican people? Will it not encourage 
them to further resistance? It is, therefore, that I 
say that the vote of this body upon this bill will, in 
my Opinion, have as much influence upon the ques- 


selves. For this reason I think it highly important 


that an early manifestation by the legislative de- | 
partment of the Government, as to its intention In | 


this particular, should be made; and that it should 
speedily decide whether it will prosecute or aban- 
don the war. 
say the quicker the better; if it is to be prosecuted, 


the more vigorously the better. Let us then decide | 


the matter at once, not shielding ourselves behind 
abstract propositions, but as in the contemplation 


of a great practical issue. I want the contest made | 
upon measures; I desire the decision of the Senate | 
as to whether they intend to adopt the one or the | 


other of the two systems of policy—the prosecu- 
tion of the war, or the abandonment of it. 


it has but two sides. 
physical ingenuity of some minds may seek to di- 
vide this question, there remains but the one—the 
simple question, either to prosecute this war until 
itis ended by a satisfactory peace, or to abandon 
the war, and withdraw our troops to the left bank 
of the Rio Grande. If it be the decision of the 
Senate that the latter policy be carried into effect, 


the sooner the better; if it be the decision of the | 
Senate that the former plan be adopted, it ought to |. 
_be executed immediately. 


But hesitation, sir, 
wavering, uncertainty, as to what will be the final 


action of Congress, is nothing but procrastinating , 


a peace. 


I do not speak of design, because I will not im- | 


| . ° 
| discuss the resolutions. 


And if it is to be abandoned, sir, I | 


I reiter- | 
ate, sir, there is but one question at issue, and that || 
However much the meta- | 








| evil upon the interests of our common coup. 
| try. 
‘Mr. CALHOUN. It appears now, sir, that the 
object in calling up this bill at present is not to 
pass the bill, but to get a parliamentary advan. 
tage—to compel the Senate to discuss this bill be. 
fore an opportunity is afforded for discussing the 
resolutions which I have offered. It is a mere 
parliamentary move. The Senator shakes his 
ead. Well, sir, if we follow the advice of the 
| Senator from Ohio, we shall consume just as much 
| time in discussing this bill as if we were first to 
The Senator from Ohio 
talks of the necessity of proceeding to act upon 
this bill now, and tells us in the next breath that 
_ we are to have the whole discussion upon the sub. 
ject of the war upon this bill. 
Mr. ALLEN. The honorable Senator misrep- 
resents what [ said. What I said was, that we 


| ought to take up this bill and go on with its con. 
tion of peace, as the marching of the troops them- | 


sideration at one. 

Mr. CALHOUN. Exactly. We are to go on 
with the discussion upon this bill instantly, we 
are told, both by the Senator from Ohio and the 
| Senator from Michigan, and not let the discussion 
upon the resolutions have precedence. The Sen- 
ator from Ohio says that it is a parliamentary ad- 
|, vantage to have the discussion upon this bill pre- 
| vious to discussing the resolutions. Well, I ac- 
knowledge that itis so. I acknowledge that we 
should be tied up, in a great measure, in the dis- 
cussion upon the bill, and prevented from going 
so freely into all these questions regarding the war 
as we would in discussing the resolutions. It will 
then be, strictly speaking, out of order. Besides 
this, we will not have (what is most important) in 
the discussion of the bill an expression of the 
sense of this body upon the great point as to 
whether Mexico is to be conquered and held asa 
subject province, or incorporated into the Union, 
or not. Sir, I know there are many, as staunch 
|| friends of the Executive as the Senator from Ohio, 
who believe that the policy recommended by the 
| President, and now about to be carried out by this 
bill, will end in her subjugation and the extin- 
guishment of her nationality. Now, sir, it is due 
to the country that this question should be dis- 
| tinctly presented, that the people of the country 
|| may see what is to be the probable result of the 
war, and determine whether. they will meet it or 
not; for that is to be the end of the whole of the 
contest, unless the ggost decisive measures are 


| 


pute motives to honorable Senators; but I speak of | 
the infallible tendency of the course pursued by | 
them. Now, the Senator from South Carolina says || 
that he has a question to be decided first. And | 
what is that question? Why, that although the | 
President and the country may be unanimously of | 
the opinion that the war may be prosecuted with a | 
view to secure an honorable peace, without the | 


| final extinction of the nationality of Mexico, yet || 


| 


| that the measure before us may tend to that result. | 


taken on the part of We Senate to prevent it. 

Sir, [ cannot be mistaken. I wish to go mto 
the subject. I deem it to be due to my constitu- 
ents, to the American people, that this, the great- 
est of all questions, the extinguishment of the na- 
tionality of Mexico, should be distinctly voted 
upon by this body. 

The Senator from Ohio is unwilling that Isshould 
have a vote upon this question, I presume. Sir, 
it is my object to have a vote upon my resolutions, 


Well, what difference could it make should the 
Senate unanimously concur in the resolutions of 
the Senator from South Carolina? Why, the very 
moment this bill is called up, the whole argument 


would be renewed, because, as the Senator,says, || 


this measure might lead to that extinction. Then 


| why need we, while we have this measure before 


us, go into the discussion of his resolutions? Why 


| discuss a proposition separately, when the Senator 


himself confesses that the discussion upon this bill 
will embrace it? It will be for the Senator to show 
how it is that sustaining the army now in Mexico, 
by furnishing additional troops to take the place of 
those gallant men who have lost their lives in bat- 
tle or by disease—I say, it will be for him to show 
how it 1s that this additional force, which is purely 
designed to replenish the wasted strength of the 
army, is to tend to the final subjugation of Mexico, 


| and the extinction of her nationality. We want 
mentand the army consumes some two or three || 
months’ time. 1] 


to replace the exhausted strength of the army to 
enable it to hold possession of its conquests, and 
by that possession compel Mexico to put an end to 
That is what we desire; and what can 
I hope, therefore, 
that the bill will be taken into consideration and 


| kept before the Senate until it is completed, and 


that our army will not be permitted to suffer for 
want of this additional force. 

Without, sir, presuming to say what will be the 
final decision of this body, | cannot be mistaken 
in saying, that, whatever that decision may be, it 
wil exert a momentous influence for wales for 


| and to have the response of the country upon the 
} question embraced in them; for the debate will 
| bring forth the response of the country. Now, 
|| according to my apprehension, there is no greater 
|| calamity that can befall this country than the sub- 
|, jugation of Mexico and the extinguishment of her 
nationality, and the transfer of all her territory to 
us. Sir, from the beginning | had great forebo- 
| dings about this war, and my forebodings, among 
| others, related to this very thing—the absorption 
of Mexico. And I reiterate, sir, that if it takes 
place, we are very near tu the end of our political 
| career. Sir, the Senator from Ohio made an an- 
_nouncement of doomsday, in the event of any 
| delay in the action of the Senate upon this bill, 
‘although necessary information is to be extracted 
| by that delay. The Senator need not suppose 
_ that discussion will be avoided by giving prece- 
| dence to the consideration of this bill. He never 
can escape from a full and thorough investigation 
| of the designs of the Executive in the prosecution 
of this war. My object is not opposition to the 
Administration. Whenever | intend to assail the 
| Administration, I will do so directly, and to their 
face. My object is to have the sense of the Sen- 
"ate and the country upon a point which I deem of 
| the first magnitude to the safety of the country 
and its institutions; and I do trust, sir, that the 
Senate will not deprive me of the opportunity of 
| having a clear vote upon this point, after full dis- 
cussion. : 
Mr. HALE. I regret the necessity of saying 
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